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disastrous Voyage to England, in which he had the Misfortune 
to be taken by an Algerine Man of War, near the Coast of Portug af, 
and carried to Barbar 72 where he remained in Slavery upwards of © 
Six Years; his mi-aculous Escape fiom thence, with Five more, in 
a Canvass Boat of their own Const uction, and sale Arrival at 
Majorca: With several remarkable Circumstances after his N Os 


: an hes safe Arrival at last in Scotland. 
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| ADVENTURES 
Car. WINTERFIELD. 


FT will be totally irrelevant to the preſent purpoſe, to 
& trouble my readers with any of the. particulars of the 
juvenile part of my life, I ſhall therefore proceed to thoſe 
points which more immediately laid the foundation of my 
misfortunes, by the loſs of a moſt amiable wife, about fix 
weeks after providence had bleſſed. us with the firſt pledge 
of our Mutual love, in a daughter. 
This unhappy event which happened in my twenty- fifth 
year, in my native country of Scotland, produced a ſettled 
melancholy which nothing could divert, or even time ef- 
face from my mind; nor could the arguments of friends, 
or the {till more powerful advocate of a youthful conſtitu- 
tion; naturally diſpoſed to ſhare the joys of ſocial and do- 
meſtic life, prevail on me to renew thoſe vows which 
death had fs Taraily diſſolved. | i 
. My mother, who was a moſt exemplary character, had 
for ſome years been a widow; and that turn for gaiety, 
which had accelerated the death of a beloved huſband, had 
at-the ſame time reduced her from a ſtate of competence to 
hardly a bare exiſtence. The old lady, therefore now lived 


with me, and ſhe. endeavoured by. the kindeſt offices, and 


the moſt unremitted attentions, to ſooth that affliction in 
which ſne was but too well qualified to- Inbetie She 
repreſented to me the conſolation ſhe had herſelf derived 


from the poſſeſſion of a child whoſe affectionate regards had 


in time reconcHed: her to life, and pointed 6ut the moſt 
flattering reſemblances in , our. reſpective ſituations: my 


2 

2 
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ettention ens. perpetually directed to ſome new diſcovered 
attraction" in my little Penelope; but though every com- 
_. munication of this nature apparently gave me a temporary 
bappineſs, yet I never failed on ſuch occaſions to pay dearly 
in private for the reflections they as conſtantly produced, 
on the ineſtimable value of thofe charms of Which I was 
for ever deprived. 3 85 

In this ſtate of mind, I remained on half. pay, till the 
commencement of the American conteſt; when my regi- 
ment was put into commiſſion, and ordered on that ſervice, 
At this ay my daughter had attained. her tenth year; 
and preſented every day a ſtronger reſemblance of her de- 
parted mother, as well in perſonal as mental accompliſh- 
ments. , A fartnight only was allowed me to prepare for my 
_embarkation; and frequently, in this painful interval, 
though not without firmneſs, my cheek glowed with the 
conſciousneſs of thoſe tears, which the powerful operations 
of nature forced from their latent ſpring, as I preſſed to my 
doſom my only child, with all the heartfelt forebodings f 
parental apprehenſion ; and often did her little watchful 
eye mark the progreſs of the full tear, and printing with 
der quivering lip the track which it had purſued, inquire 
the unconſcious cauſe in. accents of evident anguiſh, and 


With looks of yet ſtronger expreſſion. From the moment 
uin which the unwelcome fummons had arrived, my mother 


.. Ceaſed not to intreat me that I would avail myfelf of the 
plea of indiſpoſition to which J was fo fully entitled, as rhe 
only means of remaining at home, where my health was 
alone likely to be re-eſtabliſhed: but I diſdained to liſten to 
motives which might leave my reputation liable to the 
ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, and prepared with alacrity to obey the 
call of honour. ä = Fs 25 Fs 
Having made the neceſſary arrangements, I took leave of 
my affectionate mother, and my dear little girl, with that 
mournſul kind of adieu, which ſeems to relinquiſh the . 
hope of ever again beholding the objects from which the 
 ſutfuſed eye unwillingly turns away. For a few moments I 


folded them in my arms; and recommending them to the | 


mercy of Heaven, with a figh which I vainly endeavoured 
ro ſuppreſs, 1 haſtened from all I held dear, without once 
daring to look back: and, fortifying myſelf againſt thoſe 


ſounds of anguiſh which fancy prefented loudly to my ear, 


went on board the tranſport which was to convey theqroops 
acroſs the Atlantic, and arrived ſafe in America, after a 
paſſage of about fix weeks. (2 


CAPTAIN WINTERFIELD. 5 


It was got till after my departure that Mrs. Winterfield 
experienced the ful} force of grief; in her kind efforts to 
conſole my affliftion, ſhe had, as it were, experienced a 
ceſſation of her own anguiſh : but now, far from endea- 

vouring to repreſs the conffict in her boſom, ſhe abandoned 
herſelt to ſorrow, and wept almoſt inceſſantly, till the fa- 
E tal account arrived of the battle at Bunker's Hill, where ſo 
1 many Britiſh officers. ſeemed cruelly: ſelected for flaugh- 
| ter; when, not at all doubting that my name was in- 
dluded in the lift, her agony increaſed to ſuch a height, that 
the became inſtantly diſtracted, and continued in that moſt 
melancholy of all fituations upwards of fix months, before 
the could poſsibly be satisfied that I ſtill lived, nor would 
| » ſhe at laſt have been convinced, had ſhe not received an 
incontrovertible evidence of my ſafety under my own hand. 
In the mean time, I conceive my behaviour was ſuchas to 
procure me eſteem, and I contracted the ſtricteſt intimacy: 
with my ſuperior. officer, Colonel Bellinger, who never 
failed to confult me on every affair of: moment, whether of 
a private or of a profeftenal nature; 
The colonel was about eight years younger than myſelf; 
he was likewiſe a native of North Britain; but married a 
lady of immenſe fortune in England, by whom he had two 
ſons and a daughter, His chief reſidence, when at home, 
was in the county of Norfolk. The lady of Colonel Bellinger 

doated on him to diſtraction, and continually implored him+ 

do quit a profeſſion: ſo unfavourable. to their loves, and the 

negeſſity of purſuing which had been happily prevented by 
the kindneſs of fortune; but the nice and delicate feelings 

of a ſoldier's honour prevented; his acquieſcence in a re- 
queſt of this nature, though his denials coſt him many a 
| pang. He often communicated to me the focuree of his 

| regrets; but he Was ſtrengthened in his reſolntion by the 
approbation of à heart which, though tender as that of an 


1 
9 s > 5 


infant, was equally a ſtranger to fear or deceit. RE. 
For upwards of four years we conſtantly fought together, 
and neither of us had received the leaſt hurt: about this 
time, however, I was. ſlightly wounded in the leg, as we 
went out together to reconnoitre; but in leſs than three 
months the wound was entirely healed. 
My fears bad; been awakened by this accident, for the 
ſituation! of hy Penelope. and her:grevdmother, to ſuch a 
degree, as to produce a Re fever; and the colonel, who 
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ne er ceaſed to 
ſſtinement, having diſcovered the cauſe of my anxiety, which 
= ,, becoming delicacy had prompted him as much as poflible 
= \ to conceal, charged him elt, on the honour of a ſoldier, 
= +: with the care of Mrs. Winterfield, and my little daughter, 
+ ſhould that event take place, at any future period, which 
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viſit me at leaſt once a day during my con- 


he doubted not I ſhould happily eſcape on the preſent 


occaſion. The 


kindneſs and generoſity of this aſſurance 


contributed more to my ſpeedy recovery, than all the 
efforts of the ſurgeon, the utmoſt exertions of whoſe ſkill 

had hitherto been baffled by the mental deſeaſe of his 
_nnhappy patient. 3 TN 2 IR; : 


\- Shortly after 


was projected, and it was executed by us with ſucceſs. / 


my recovery, an expedition up the country 


In our return, however, an accident occured which had 
nearly proved fatal to the- colonel. Having difperſed every 
appearance of an enemy, while we one day halted to re- 


-' heve” the foldiers from the fatigne of a long march, the 
colonel, who was remarkably fond of fowling, propoſed 
an excurſion for that purpoſe in a neighbouring wood. My- 


* 

= "4 F 
$5.” 
r 

g 


elf aud two other officers were of the party; and we agreed 3 
to divide two and two, and not to penetrate more than 


E- - halfa mile or a | 
2 at that diſtance, as nearly centrical as poſſible from the 
ſpot where we ſet out, © VV 

The colonel 


mile at fartheſt, without forming a junQion 


and I were together, and we had not pro- 


deeded more than five or fix hundred yards, when we were 


F alarmed by a general difcharge of muſquetry. On WO 
towards the ſpot from whence the ſound proceeded, we dil- 


8 covered-fix armed ſavages engaged with the officers from 
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_wlomwebad juſt ſeparated. A couple of ſava;es likewiſe lay | 
-_ - Wounded on the ground; and the colonel and me levelling our 


pieces brought two more to the earth: the other four, terri- 


ned at this unexpected ſtroke, fled with precipitation to- 

Wards a thicket where the colonel was ſtationed; and before 
ke or I could reload, had beat him down with their muſkets, 
and would in a few minutes have diſpatched him with their 
tomahawks, had not Tandthe other two officers, with deſperate 
reſolution! immediately ruſhed to his aſſiſtance, and each of 
us transfixed an affailant with our bayonet. There was now 

N 7 one left; and he would have proved ſufficiently for- 


a1idable for the 


armed hand was already raiſed, had not I with great pre- 
relinquiſhed my mulket ; and, {pringing on 


© ſence of mind, 


deſtruction of the colonel, againſt whom his 


* 
i. 
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the ſavage among the buſhes, brought him inſtantly to the 
ground; while one of the other officers, who had by this 
time diſengaged his bayonet, plunged it into his bowels. 
The colonel had received two violent contuſions on his 
head, and was otherwiſe much bruiſed and wounded in 
ſtruggling with the ſavages; I bound up his wounds; and, 
with the aſſiſtance of ſome officers, carried him to his tent, 
where the ſcull being examined by the chief furgeon, it 
was found to be terribly fractured in two places 
A party of men were now ſent to ſearch the wood, and 
to bring an account of the ſavages; and I gave particular 
directions, that if either of them yet . ſurvived he might 
be brought into the camp, and if poſſible cured of his 
wounds, as the means of diſcovering whether this ambuſ- 
cade had been treacherouſly formed; inſtances having often 
occurred in the courſe of this unhappy war,- where the 
affectation of loyalty had occaſioned a fatal confidence in 
the unſuſpecting ſoldier, who was frequently drawn into 
ſuch ſituations, by theſe diabolical machinations, which 
admitted no poſhbility of eſcape. e 
During this time, Colonel Bellinger grew rather worſe 


5 * than better; and the ſurgeon, deſpairing of reducing the 
F principal fracture, recommended the application of the 


5 trepan, which the colonel vehemently oppoſed. I preceiv- 
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ing, that the cure would probably be as much defeated by 
the adoption of an operation, to which he could by no 
| means ſubmit without the moſt alarming apprehenſtons, as 
from the total negle& of this meaſure, however profeſſion- 


ally adviſeable; ſeconded the colonel's reſolution with much ; | 


apparent confidence; aſſerting, that I had known worſe 
fractures totally healed, by a more patient proceſs, under 
a far leſs ſkilful ſurgeon. This declaration had its full 
effect, both with the ſurgeon and his patient: the former 
Politely, though faintly, acquieſced in foregoing his inten- 
tion, under a bare poſſibility; as a return for my compli- 
ment to his ability; and the latter, tranquilized by aſſur- 
ances ſo conſonant to his wiſhes, ſubdued by degrees that 
impatience and perturbation of mind, which had greatly 
cContributed to retard his cure. og | 
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Colonel Bellinger, in his firſt intervals of recollection, iq 


-  afterexprefling his gratitude to me for an attachment which. 
he could never reward, had preſſed upon me the aa 1 
tance of an inſtrument, in which he bequeathed me the 


| 8 Jam of threę thouſand pounds, as a teſtimonial of his friend - 
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ſhip. Indeed, I was 1 with him; and the knot of 0 
amity was if poſſible ſtill cloſer drawn, as well by the dan 
gers and ſufferings we had both experienced, as from the 

kind conſolations we had in our turns mutually received 
and adminiſterec. | = „ N one 

| The colonel had been confined to his tent about ten 

1 weeks, when word was one morning brought by the offi- 

1 cerg who commanded a foraging party the preceding e ven- 
ing, conſiſting of twenty men, that a band of at leaſt a 
hundred ſavages had chaſed them to within half a league of 
the camp, and appeared to be on the look-out for. finalt 
parties. I expreſſed my indignation. at being harraſſet by 
_ theſe petty 2fſailants ; and immediately ordering out a hun? 
dred men to follow; unperceived at a ſmall diſtance I ad- 
vanced myſelf with only. ten, towards the ſpot where they 
were firſt diſcovered This was near five miles diſtant 
from the camp; and we had not proceeded far beyond the 
place which had been diſcribed, when upwards of a hun- . 
dred ſavages ſuddenly appeared; and came on to the attack = 
with great fury. My little pa ty, made a ſhew of retreating, 
ſtill keeping up a running fire, till I perceived my corps de 
reſerve, when they immediately turned on the purſuers 8 

and after leaving near thirty dead on the field, put the reſt 
1 totally to flight. We now continued the purſuit, and had 
i juſt cowe up within reach of the fugitives, when a new 
=  anmbuſcade, conſiſt'ng of at leaſt fifteen hundred, ſuddenly 
=  iffued forth from an adjoining wood, and in an inſtant cut 
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= off. the foremoſt of our party; I eſcaped, but not without 
= difficulty and brought to my companions the diſagreeable 
#] 


nes of a defeat, though oppoſed, by a gallant refiitance, 
= andthe loſs of almoſt the whole of my company. 2H 
= 1 received ſeveral wounds, during this engagement, and Y 
4 7 the next day was ſeized with a fever, which continued with 
=  unabated violence for three weeks, at the end of which 


= time my wounds were in a moſt hopeſul way and promited {1 
fair fora ſpeedy recovery; but my exertions to ſerve the 1 
=: colonelona particular occaſion having made me catch cold, 

14 I fell into a relapſe which threw me into a more dangerous. 


way than. ever, and the ſurgeon deſpaired of a recovery. 
But youth and a good conſtitution, however, in about fix 
months so far prevailed, that my wounds were nearly. heal- 
ed; but I was adviſed by my; ſurgeon to go to Europe: To 
this requeſt General Cornwallis did not in the leaſt object, 
he had a long while beheld, with concern, my affſict ions, 


65 . 
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and reſolved the firſt opportunity that ſhould preſent itſelf 
to gratify my deſire of viſiting my friends in Europe. ang vx 
occaſion ſoon offered for theſe ſervices to my native counnn 
try; ſome N e of a private nature being to be brought 
to England, 


was the man pitched upon to bring the packet 
to the court of London. 


After having taken a ſolemn farewel of the colonel.my 


good friend, I ſet off on my journey and arrived ſoon after 


at New York, from whence I embarked for Old England. 
Nothing remarkable occurred at the beginning of the 
voyage; I was in high ſpirits at the idea of once more be- 


| holding my dear Penelope and her Grandmother, and re- 


Joiced to think I ſhould ſurprize them agreeably, not having 
previouſly informed them of my coming to England. a 


It was in the depth of winter, a ſeaſon when the atlantic 
- _ ocean is eee e wer and the veſſel being a ſingle 


deck, was very uncomfortable, and very far from being a 


quick ſailor, made but little way amidſt thoſe heavy ſeas; 
often ſhipping ſo much water, that her hands could ſcarce 


keep her above, and ſometimes lofing our canvas by the 


heavy ſqualls which ſucceeded a few hours of more mode- 


rate weather | 


- Having neariy ran out our reckoning, we began to look 


out for land, which we expected to be the northern part of 


Ireland; however, matters aſſumed quite a different aſpet, 
and the weather proving -ſtill worſe, our landing jib, a 
very old one, but our laſt, was blown into ribbons, and 
being none left on board, with great difficulty we unbent 
the remaining part of the ſail, and mended it in the beſt 
manner the weather would permit. TS 95 
The violence of the weather ſtill continuing, we went 
under an eaſy fail, a double recfed mainſail and jib. Ne- 
vertheleſs ſoon after, two pair of our foremaſt main ſhrouds, 


on the larboard fide, were carried away, being old and un- 


able to reſiſt the ſeverity of the weather.—On this we im- 
mediately ſet up ſtoppers; and got a runner and tackle as 
a ſupport to the malt; lying to under a balanced main-ſail, 
as it blew extremely hard.—The next day the wind ſhifting 


to the W, N. W. and blowing more violently, we wore 
| ſhip, and laid her head to the ;Southward ; but about eight 


o'clock in the morning, our two fore main ſhronds, on the 
ſtarboard fide, were carried away, which obliged us to get 
up another runner and tackle for the additional ſecurity. of 
the maſt. For ſeveral days the weather was intoleraþly bad 
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a. THE ADVENTURES or 
the ſeas exceſſively heavy, and the continued peals of thun- 
der joined to Gur incapacity of carrying any fail, unleſs for 
a few hours, threw'a horror over our fituation, which. is 
not to be conceived by any but theſe who have unhappily 


experienced ſomething like thoſe circumſtances. 


* # . 


uring all this time I had but little reſt, either of body 


or mind: my anxiety to reach my native country, and m) 
defire to fulfil my commiſſion, which I knew would raiſe 
my character and fortune, made me very uneaſy at the diſ- 
appointment I experienced in the ſevere viciſſitude of the 


weather, which all along militated againſt my ſanguine 


wiſhes and expectations. 


We had been now at ſea upwards of two months without 


ſpeaking to any other ſhip; or ſeeing any land. The wea- 
ther began to moderate though rhe change did not carry 
the appearance of any great duration.; and, indeed, next 
day, to our unfpeakable mortification, it came on to blow 


as hard as ever at W. N. W. ſo that our fore-ſtay and fore 


= meets were not only torn away, but the fore-ſail itſelf rent 
in pieces; and what added confiderably to our loſs, was the 


not having any other to put in its place.— In this fituation 


we lay to, as before, under a balanced reefed main-ſail, the 
impetuoſity of the ſtorm ſtill continuing, and the itas rol- 


„ 
o 


* - 


__ -» SevpDinG away, however, on the following day, under 
the ſquare ſail, about two in the. morning, the tack untor-. 
tunately happening to give way; this {ail was torn all to tat- 
ters, ſo that we alſo were obliged to cut that from the yard, 
and to heave to immediately under bare poles till the main- 
fall was balanced reefed.—- One misfortune is generally the 


forerunner of another; at leaſt we found it fo; for while 
we lay to in the ſame gale of wind, whichdeſtroyed our ſquare 


fail, the flying jib blew overboard, from a new ſet of 


points, although it was a new ſail, and made of top-gallant 


duck.==Notwithſtanding all thefe accidents, we made fome 
little way, at intervals, under an eaſy ſail, till being attack- 


ed by another voilent gale, a dreadful ſea broke two of our 


main chain-plates, and ſhattered our fore ſail to ſuch a 


degree as to render it utterly unſerviceable.— The only bit 


of canvaſs we had now left, was the main-ſail, which we 


backed and lay to, having no proſpect whatever before us 
but what was pregnant with the bittereſt diſtreſs: for the 


6onflit which our veſſel had ſo long maintained agaiuit | 


ling mountains high, we all expected that the veſſel would 
. prove leaky, as ſhe ſtrained inconceiveably hard. E 


* 


_ diate allowance of two pounds of bread a week, for each 


* 


the latter from ſinking, we were in danger of periſhing with 


to our ſatisfaction, and obſcured every riſing ray of hope, 


lity in ſo ſevere a gale, to open any communication from 
Tuppoſe did not a little add to our miſery. —Diſappointed 
O 
contracting the little allowance which had been lately ſet- 


tled for each man; and continued gradually, leſſening the 


in the bottom of a caſk. In this dreadful ſituation we beat 


devoted to the waves, and to complete this calamity, the 


was near at hand, In fact ſo it was, ſor he died almoſt ſud- 
denly, and by his will left me in poſſeſſion of the veſſel. _ 
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waves and winds, had by this time occaſioned her to leak 
exceſſively; and our proviſions were ſo much exhauſted, 
that we found it abſolutely neceſſary to come to an imme- 


erſon, beſides a quart of water, and a pint of wine a day. 
he alternative was really deplorable, between che ſhort- 
neſs of our proviſions, and the wreck of the ſloop. If we kept 


hunger, and if we contrived to ſpin out the former with 
a rigid perſeverance of œcomony for any time, there was 
but little probability of our being able to preſerve the 
ſhip,—thus, on either hand, little leſs than a miracle could 
ſave us from inevitable deſtruction; if we had one acci» 
dental gleam of comfort on the one hand, the fate with 
which the other ſo viſibly teemed, gave an inſtant check 


with an inſtant cloud of horror and deſpair. 
We met, indeed, two veſſels, one from Jamaica for 
Loxpox, and another to DuBLin, from New-York, wo 


would probably have relieved us had there been a poſſibi- 


ſhip to ſhip; all they could do was to ſpeak to us; a circum- 
ſtance which the reader's own imagination muſt naturally 


ſuccour in this inſtance, we were under a neceſſity of 


quantity of proviſions, till every morſel was entirely ex- 
hauſted, and not above twogallons of dirty water remainiog 


upon the water ſeven days without meeting with any relief. 
I was now from inceſlant fatigue and want of neceſſaries, re- 
duced to keep my cabbin, and began to look upon myſelf as 


captain of the veſſel, the only converſable perſon on board 
died in the cot by my ſide: He had been all the paſſage in 
a very weakly condition, and often ſignified his diflolution 


which was his own, but alas, it was a miſerable inheritance, 
and upon the whole a fatal misfortune, for it intailed a 
miſerable misfortune upon me, as the ſequel will announce. 
Ihe firſt thing the ſailors did, after I took the command 
of the veſſel, was to ſeize the cargo, which was natural 
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- enough, as they obſerved that the lading which was wine 
- - and brandy were the only things they had now remaining 
in the world; and that I muſt not be ſurprized if they 
made very free with both, for their ſupport.— I could nei- 
ther be ſorry nor ſurpriſed at this motion. —W hat gave me 
concern was, the continual exceſs to which they dragk— 
and the continual courſe of execration and blaſphemy, 
Which was occaſioned by that exceſs. —For my own part, 
_ IT abſtained, as much as poſſible, from wine, and very glad- 
ly huſbanded the dregs of the water caſk, which afterwards 
+ _ of infinite ſervice to me, and may be not improper- . 
ly reckoned an eſſential means of my ſurviving a complica- 
tion of the moſt afflicting calamities. 5 
Ovon veſſel had been for ſome time toſſed about, at the 
mercy of the winds and waves, when in the midſt of our 
deſpair, we were ſuddenly tranſported with the moſt extra- 


vagant ſenſations of joy, by the difcovery of a fail to the 
leeward, the 25th. of December, in the morning. | 
_ © Weall crouded upon deck; and hung out with our ut- 
moſt expedition, a proper pgs! of diſtreſs; and about ele- 
ven o'clock, had the unſpeakable ſatisfaction, to come near 
enough to the ſhip to engage her in converſ: tion, to inform 
dier of our diſtreſſes ; and to obtain from the captain an aſ- 
ſurance of relief.—TIndeed the promiſed relief was but ſmall, 
nevertheleſs, the ſmalleſt to people in our circumſtances, 
was ineſtimable. It was to be nothing more than a little 
- bread, which was all, as the captain aſſured us, that he 
could ſpare, as he himſelf was contracted in every other 
Article. — This, however, he ſaid we ſhould have, as ſoon 
as he had finiſhed an obſervation which he was taking, for 
it was now near twelve o'clock.—Having no doubt, in 
nature, but the captain would punctually perform his 
promiſe, I retired to reſt myſelf in the cabbin, being much 
emaciated with faſting and fatigue ; and labouring, at the 
_ ſame time, not only under a very dreadful flux, but a 
ſevere rheumatiſm in 1. right knee; my fight alſo was 
5 _ confiderably impaired, fo that upon the whole, I exhibit- 
bt | ed as ſtriking a picture of miſery as could poſſibly be paint- 
BY ed to the eye of imagination i f 
W | IMA not been many minutes in the cabin, when my 
F | people came running down, with looks of unutterable 
Bi | deſpair, and informed me, in accents ſcarce intelligible, 
that the veſſel was making from us as faſt as ſhe could, and 
hat there was nothing now left for us but inevitable de- 
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| ſtruction.—I crawled up to the deck, at this terrible inti- 
mation, with all the expedition I was maſter of, and found, 
to my inexpreſſible — that their account was but 


too true. —The captain had ſhaken the reefs out of their 
topſails and mainſail, and, in leſs than five hours, having 
a fine breeze in his favour, was entirely out of fight.—As . 
long as my poor fellows could retain the leaſt trace of him 
they hung about the ſhrouds, or ran in a ſtate of abſolute 
phrenzy from one part of the ſhip to the other, to collect 
{till more viſible ſignals of diſtreſs, —they pierced the air 
with their crics, encreaſing in their lamentations, as he 
leſſened upon their view, and ſtraining their very eye-balls 
to preſerve him in ſight, through a deſpairing hope that 


 ſomedawning impulſe of pity would yet induce him to com- 


miſerate our ſituation, and lead him to ſtretch out the bleſſ- 


ed hand of relief. But, alas! to what purpoſe did we 


exhauſt our little ſtrengh in ſupplicating for compaſſion, or 
aggravate our own misfortunes with a fruitleſs expectation 
of ſuch a change.—The inexorable captain purſued his 


_ courſe without regarding us, and ſteeled, as he undoubtedly 
muſt be, againſt NY 
poſſibly, valued himſelf not a little upon his dexterity in 
_ caſting us off, —Notwithſtanding I muſt feel an everlaſting 


entiment of nature and humanity, 


indignation againſt this barbarous man, for flattering peo- 
ple in our circumſtances with promiſes which he never 
meant to fulfil; I ſhall not hang him up to univerſal deteſta- 
tion or infamy, by communicating his name to the reader 
if he is capable of reflection, his own conſcience muſt ſuffi- 


_ ciently avenge my cauſe; and God grant that the pungency _M 


of that conſcience may be my only avenger—QOne inſtance 
of his cruelty I muſt not forbear to mention. At our firſt 


meeting I told him, neither I nor any of my men would 
deſire a ſingle moiſel of his proviſions, provided he only 


took us out of our own wreck, in which we were every 


moment expoſed to the mercy of the waves, as our leaks 
were continually encreaſing, and the men declining in their 

ſtrength in proportion as the neceſſity grew urgent to em 8 
_ ploy them at the pumps. This requeſt he abſolutely refuſ- - 


ed; though the indulgence of it might, in any ſucceeding 
diſtreſs, have done him an eſſential ſervice, and could not 


poſſibly have expoſed him to the leaſt inconvenience. - 


Mx people being thus unhappily cut off from all aſſiſtance, a 


where they were ſo fully N of meeting with inſtant 
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relief, became now as much dejected with their diſappointment 
as they were formerly tranſported with their joy. A deſperate 
kind of gloom (at upon every face, which ſeemed regardleſs of 
the horror that was continually expected to burſt upon our 
heads, at the ſame time that it indicated a determination to 
put off the fatal moment to the utmoſt verge of poſlibility : 
actuated, therefore, by a reſolution of holding out as long as 
we were able, we turned our thoughts upon a pair of pigeons 


and a cat, which we had not yet deſtroyed, and which were 
the only living animals on board beſides ourſelves.— The pi- 


* 


parts of the poor creature, as there were no leſs than nine of us 
to'partake of the repaſt.— The head fell to my ſhare, and, in 


all my days I never feaſted on any thing which appeared ſo 


delicious to my appetite,—the piercing ſharpneſs of neceſſity 
had entirely conquered my averſion to ſuch food, and the rage 
of incredible hunger rendered that an exquiſite regale, which, 
on any other occaſion, I muſt have loathed with the moſt in- 
ſuperable diſguſt.— After the cat was entirely conſumed, my 
NN began to ſcrape the barnicles from the ſhip's bottom; 
but the relief afforded from this expedient was extremely 


trivial, as the waves had beaten off the greateſt number that 


were above water, and the men were infinitely too weak to hang 


over the ſhip's fide to gather them; their continued intoxica- 


725 tion, however, . ſeemed, in ſome meaſure, to keep up their 


Pirits, though it haſtened the deſtruction of their health, and 
every dawn of reflection was carried off in a ſtorm of blasphe- 
my and execration. - | EE 

For my own part I imbibed the ſtrongeſt 8 
ble to wine; the complicated diſorders under which T labored 
induced me to abſtain from it at firſt, and as the men were per- 


water, half a pint of which, together with a few drops of Tur- 
lington's balſam, being my whole allowance for four and twenty 
hours.—In this ſituation I patiently expected that deſtiny which 


I thought it utterly impoſſible to avoid; and had it not been 


for the pangs which I felt on account of Penelope and her 
grandmother, I ſhould have longed for the moment of diſſolu- 


tion, and rejoiced at the approach of that awful period, which 


was to put an end to all my misfortunes, ; 
When the reader comes to conſider our total want of neceſ- 
 faries, that the veſſel had been for ſome time leaky, that I my- 


1 were killed for our Chriſtmas dinner, and the day fol- 
lowing made away with our cat, caſting lots for the ſeveral 


tually heating it in the ſteerage; the ſmell of it became offen- 
five to the laſt degree ; fo that I ſubſiſted entirely on the dirty 
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my little family. 
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ſelf was emaciated with ſickneſs, and had but one ſail in the 
world to direct her; when he conſiders that the men were ei- 
ther too weak, or too much intoxicated to pay a neceſſary at- 
tention to the pamp ; when he likewiſe conſiders the severity of 
the ſeaſon, that it blew “ black December,” as Shakespeare 
phraſes it, and 1s told that we had not an inch of candle, nor 
a morſel of ſluſh to make any, having long ſince eaten up every 
appearance of either which could be found ; when the reader 
comes to conſider all theſe things, and is, moreover, i formed 


that the general diſlreis had deprived me of all command on 


board my own ſhip, he will ſcarcely ſuppoſe that 1 could ſuſ- 


tain any new misfortune 3—yet ſuch was the ſeverity of my deſ- 


tiny, that on the 28th of December (being then driven far to 


the northward, by a ſeries of ſoutherly winds, ) we were over- 
taken by a moſt dreadful ſtorm at N. W. hy N. and N W. 


and had our oniy remaining bit of canvaſs, the mainſail, torn 
entirely away ſo that we were now become a wreck in the ful- 


leſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, — and death became ſo ſeemingly un- 


avoidable,” that I even gave up hope, that laſt conſolation of 
eil the wretched, and prepared for an immediate launch into the 
dreadful gulph of eternity. Providence, however, thought 


proper to diſpoſe of us otherwiſe; and everlaſling thanks to his 


infinite mercy, I am ſtill alive to labor for the advancement of 


To this period of my relation I have been able to proceed 


_ circumſtantially from a reference to my journal. —The remain- 
der, as I grew from this time utterly unable to hold a pen, is 


neceſſarily collected from my memory, and from mwemorandums 


which I made at intervals with chalk, of the moſt remarkable 


occurrences — The reader will recollect, that the laſt morſel of 
meat that we taſted was our cat on the 26th of Necember.—On 
the 13th of January following, being ſtill toſſed about at the 
diſcretion of the sea and wind, my mate, at the head of all the 
people, came to me in the cabin, balf drunk indeed, but with 
looks ſo full of horror, as partly indicated the nature of their 
dreadful purpoſe, and informed me, that they could hold out 


no longer, —that their tobacco was entirely exhauſted ; that 


* they had eaten up all the leather belonging to the,purp—and 
«even the buttons off their jackets, that now they had no 


chance in nature, but to caſt lots, and to facrifice one of 
 « themſelves for the preſeryation of the reſt, they therefore ex- 


ce 2 my concurrerce to the measure, and deſired 
favor them witu an immediate determination.“ 


1 


me to 
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Perceiving them in liquor I endeavoured to ſooth them from 


_ their purpoſe as well as I could; begged they would retire to 


reſt, and that in caſe Providence did not interpoſe in their favor 


by the next morning, we would conſult farther on the ſubject. 
| Inſtead of regarding my requeſt, however, they ſwore, with a 
determined horror of execration, that what was to be done, 
_ mult be done immediately; and that it was indifferent to them 


whether ] acquieſced or not; for although they had been ſo 
kind as to acquaint me with their reſolution, they would oblige 


me to take my chance as well as the others, ſince the general ; | 
mis fortune had levelled all diſtinction of perſons. | 


As I had long expected ſome violence to myſelf, from the 
exceſs of their intoxication, I had for some time, taken to my 


arms, to prevent a ſurprize ;—but, alas! this was an idle pre- 

caution, as I was by no means able to repel force by force: 

finding them, therefore, ſtill deaf to my remonſtrances, I told 

them they might purſue their own courſe, but that I would on no 

account either give orders for the death of the perſon on whom 
a 


the lot might fall, nor partake, by any means, of ſo ſhocking 
a repaſt.— To this they anſwered, that they would not aſk my 


conſent to ſlaughter the victim; and, as to eating or not eat- 
ing, I might juſt follow the baſis of my own inclna'ion.—So 


ſaying they left me, and went into the ſteerage,—but in a few 


minutes came. back, informing me, that they bad each taken a 

chance for their lives, and that the lot had fallen on a negro, 
who was part of my cargo.—The little time taken to caſt 
the lot, and the private manner of conducting the deciſion, 


gave me ſome ſtrong ſuſpicions that the poor Ethiopian was 


not altogether treated fairly; —but, on recollection, I almoſt 
wondered that they had * him even the appearance of an 
equal chance with themſelves.— The miſerable Black, however, 


well- knowing his fate was at hand, and ſeeing one of the 
fellows loading a piſtol to diſpatch him, ran to me, begging I 


would endeavour to ſave his life —Unfortunately for him I was 
totally without power.—They therefore dragged him into the 
ſteerage, where, in leſs than two minutes, they ſhot him 
1 the head. — They ſuffered him to lie but a very little 
f 


time before they ripped him open, intending to fry his entrails 


for ſupper; there being x large fire made ready for the purpoſe; 
E but one of the foremaſt- men, whoſe name was James Camp- 


bell, being ravenouſly impatient for food, tore the liver from 


the body, and devoured it raw as it was, notwi:hſtanding the 
fire was at hand, where it could be immediately dreſſed. The 
_ unhappy man paid dear for ſuch an extravagant impatience, 


r 
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which I was reduced, through ſickneſs and fatigue, to ſay 


of their ſtewing and frying, threw me into an abſolute fever, 
violent ſwelling in my legs. —Sinking under ſuch an accumu- 
the next ſupply, it is no worder that I loſt all reliſh for ſuſte- 


nance In reality, it would have been wonderful, had | pie- 
ſerved the leaſt, and therefore my abſtinence is not altogether 
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for in three days after he died raying mad, and was, the morn- 


ing of his death, thrown overboard, —the ſurvivors, greatly 


as they wiſhed to preſerve his body, being fearful of ſharin 
his fate, if they ventured to make as free with him, as will 


7 


the unfortunate negro.— But to retuunn. ER 
The black affording the people what they deemed a luxuri- 

ous banquet, they were buſy the principal part of the night 
in feaſting on him, and did not retire to reſt till two in the 


morning. About eight o'clock next day, the mate came to aſk 


my orders, relative to the pickling the body, an inſlance of 


brutality which ſhocked me ſo much, that I graſped a piſtol, 

and muſtering att the ſtrength I was maſter of, I proteſted that 
unleſs he inſtantly quitted the cabbin, I would ſend him after 
the negro.—Seeing me determined, he withdrew, —but mut- 


tered, as he went out, that the proviſion ſhould be taken 


care of without my advice, and that he was ſorry he had ap- 

lied to me, ſince I was no longer conſidered as maſter of the 
ff Fee e he called a council, where it was unani- 
mouſly agreed, to cut the body into ſmall pieces,* and to 
pickle it ; after chopping off the head and fingers which they 


threw overboard, by common conſent, 


Three-or four days after, as they we re ſtewing and fr ying 


ſome ſteaks, as they called the flices which they cut from the 


poor negro (for they flewed theſe ſlices firſt in wine, and after- 


Wards either fryed or broiled them) I could hear them ſay; 


“Damn him, though he would not conſent to our having any 


cc meat, let us give him ſome; 67 and immediately One of them | 


came into my cabbin.and offered me a teak—I refuſed the 

tender with indignation, and deſired the perſon who brought 
it, at his peril ro make the offer a ſecond time—In fact the 
conſtant expeRation of death, joined to the miſerable ſtate to 


nothing of my horror at the food with which Iwas preſented, en- 
tirely took away my deſire of eating. Add to this, that the ſtench 


ard that this fever was aggravated by a {trong ſcurvy anda 


lated load of afflictions, and being, moreover, fearful, if I 
cloſed my eyes, that they would ſurprize and murder me for 


ſo meritorious as it amt you have been, 
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approach to my deſtruction. 


Notwithſtanding the exceſſes into-which my people ran, they 
nevertheleſs husbanded the negro's carcaſe with the ſevereſt 


. cxconomy, and ſtinted themſelves to an allowance which made 
it laſt for many days—But when it was nearly expended, I 


could hear them frequently conſultiug among one another, on 
the moſt expedient courſe to provide another ſupp!y.—The re- 


ſult of all thoſe determinations, was to deſtroy me, before they 
Tan any riſque of deftroying themſelves, —The reader will na- 


turally ſuppoſe, that if I ſlept little before I received any poſt- 


tive knowledge of their intention, I flept till leſs, when I be- 
. came acquainted with their deſigns.— In proportion as the negro 


grew leſs, ſo in proportion my apprebenſions were encreased, 
and every meal which they sat down to, I conſidered as a freſh 


In this manner matters went on, till the 28th or 29th of 
January,—when the mate, with more generoſity than I could 


expect, from the nature of their late private conſultations, came 
to me again at the head of the people, ſaying, that the negro 
had for ſome days been entirely eaten up, and as no veſſel had 
yet appeared, to give us the moſt diſtant glimmer of relief, 
there was a_neceflity for caſting lots again. —fince it was better 


to die ſeparately than all at once.— They alſo told me that they 


did not doubt but I was now hungry, and would of courſe take 
my c ance with them as I had before done, when my ſituation 


was infinitely leis deſperate.—I again attempted to argue with 


them, and obſerved, that the poor.negro's death had done them 
mo ſervice, as they were as greedy and as emaciated as ever,— 
I therefore adviſed them to ſubmit to the diſpenſations of Pro- 

Vvidence, with temper, and offered to pray with them for an 


immediate relief, or an immediate eternity.—The anſwer 


which they gave to this, was, that they were now hungry, and 


muſt have fomething to eat; and therefore it was no time to 
pray; and if 1 did not inſtantly conſent to caſt lots, they would 
Inſtantly proceed without me. | 


Finding them thus i-flexible, and having but too much reaſon _ 
to ſuspect ſome foul proceedings, unleſs I became a principal 
agent in the affair, I made ſhift to riſe up in my bed, ordered 
-pen, ink, and paper, and called them all into the cabbin,— 


There were ſeven of us now left; and the lots were drawn in 


the ſame manner as the tickets are drawn for a lottery at Guild- 


hall. —The lot, indeed, did not fall on me, but it fell on one 


"David Flat, a foremaſtman, the only man in the ſhip on whom 
I could place any-certain dependance.— The ſhock of the de- 
eiſion was great; and the preparations for his execution were 
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- Areadful The fire already blazed in the ſteerage, and every | 
thing was prepared for ſacrificing the wretched victim immedi- 


ately,—A profound filence for ſome time took poſſeſſion of the 


whole company, and would probably have continued longer, 


had not the unhappy victim himſelf, who appeared quite re- 


ſigned, delivered himſelf to the following effet ;—* My dear 


« friends, meſſmates, and fellow ſufferers, all I have to beg of 


„ you is to diſpatch me as ſoon as you did the negro, and to 

C put me to as little torture as you can:“ then turning to one 
James Doud (the man who ſhot the negro) “It is my deſire, 
e ſays he, that you ſhould ſhoot me.“ D oud reluctantly, aſ- 


ſented.— The unhappy victim then begged a ſmall time to pre- 
pare himſelf for death :—to which his companions very chear- 
fully agreed, and even ſeemed at firſt unwilling to infiſt upon his 


_ forfeit life, as he was greatly reſpected by the whole ſhip's com- 
7 a is few draughts of wine, however, ſoon ſuppreſſed 
_ theſe 


dawnings of humanity; nevertheleſs, to ſhew their re- 
gard they conſented to let him live till eleven the next morning, 
in hopes that the divine goodness would, in the mean time, 


| raiſe up ſome other ſource of relief; at the ſame time they 
_ begged of me to read prayers, promiſing to join me with the 
utmoſt fervency-—I was greatly pleaſed with this motion, —and 
though but little able to go through a taſk of that kind, I exert= 


ed all my ftrength, and had the ſatisfaction to obſerve that they 


Fatigued with reading ſo much, I lay down almoſt ready to 


_ Faint, yet could hear the whole ſhip's company talking to the 
wretched Flat; hoping, that the Deity would interpoſe for 
bis preſervation; and aſſuring him, though they never yet 


could catch, or even ſee a fiſh, they would at day break put 


out all their hooks _ to try if any thing could be caught to 


mitigate their diſtreſſes, or to avert the ſeveiity of his ſentence. - 
Unhappily, however, the poor fellow, unable to ſtand the 
ſhock of his deſtiny, grew ailoniſhingly deaf by midnight, and 


Was quite delirious by four in the morning. —H1s meſſmates diſ- 
covering this alteration, debated whether it would not bean 


act of humanity to diſpatch him immediately: but the firſt re- 
ſolution to ſpare him till eleven, viſibly prepondering, they all 


retired to reſt except the perſon who was to take care of the fire. 
 Inall their exceſſes they were ſenſible of what importance it 
was to preſerve the fice, and therefore never went to bed with - 


out leaving a centinel co keep it up. 


= 


About eight o'clock the next morning, as I was ruminating 
in my cabbin on the approaching fate of the poor fellow, who | 
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=] ad now but three hours to live, two of my people came haſtily 


down, with looks full of the ſtrongeſt expreſſion, and ſeizing 
my hands, without ſaying a ſyllable, gave me no little appre- 


henſion that they intended to poſs his fate for ſome 41me, 


and to ſacrifice me in his ſtead:— 1 was the more confirmed in 
this opinion, as the unhappy man Rill continued out of his ſen- 


des, and on that account might be judged improper ſuſtenance ; 


eſpecially as notwithſtanding all their neceſſities, they threw 


Campbell overboard through a fear of catching his infection. 


Fraught with a notion of this nature, I diſengaged myſelf as 
well as! was able, and ſnatching up one of my Piſtols, reſol- 
ved to ſell my life as dearly as I could. —The poor men, gueſſ- 
ing at my miſtake, with ſome difficulty told me, that their be- 


bhaviour was not the effect of any ill intention, but the actual 
_ conſequence of their joy that they had deſcried a fail to the 


lee ward, which appeared to be a large veſſel, and that ſhe ſeem- 
ed to ſtand for us in as fair a direction as we could poſſibly 


wiſh—The et of the crew came down immediately after their 
_ © companions, and confirmed the report of a ſail, but with this 
material difference, that ſhe ſeemed to bear off upon quite a 
contrary courſ. „ 
It is impoſſible to describe the exceſs of my tranſport on 
bearing that here was a fail at any rate in fight—my joy, in a 
manner overpowered me! and it was not without the utmoſt 
exertion of my ſtrength that I deſired them to uſe every expe- 
dition in making a ſignal of diſtreſs.— Our veſſel, indeed, it- 
ſelf was a moſt ſtriking ſignal; but as there was a poſſibility 
for the ſhip in view to ſuppoſe that there was not a living 
oreature on board, I judged it abſolutely expedient to prevent the 
likelihood of ſo dreadful a miſtake. My poor men found my or- 
ders now ſo eſſential to their own preſervation, that I was obeyed 
with all imaginable alacrity, and had frequently the inexpreſſi- 
ble happineſs to hear them jumping on the deck, and crying 
_ _ out * ſhe nighs us; ſhe nighs us; ſhe is flanding this way.“ 
The ſhip coming viſibly nearer and nearer, my people now be- 
gan to think of their unfortunate meſſmate Flatt, who was 
however, utterly unable to receive any account of the deliver- 
- ance which was ſo happily at hand :—nevertheleſs, in the midſt 
of all their ſympathy far his ſituation, they propoſed a can of 


Joy ;—and it was with the greateſt difficulty that I could pre- 


ail on them to acknowledge the ſtrong impropriety of ſuch a 


motion in their preſent circumſtances — I observed that if they 


appeared any way diſguiſed with liquor, the ſhip might proba- 
decline taking us on board ; and endeavoured to convince | 


* 
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them that their deliverance in a very great meaſure depended 
upon the regularity of this moment's behaviour. — My remon- 
ſtrances had ſome effet—and all but my mate, who had for a 
conſiderable time abandoned himſelf to a brutality of intoxica- 
tion, very prudently poſtponed fo untimely an indulgence. _ 


After continuing for a conſiderable time, eagerly obſerving 


the progreſs of the veſſel, and nndergoing the moſt tumultuous 


agitation that could be created by ſo trying a ſuſpenſe, we had 


at laſt the happineſs to fee a boat drop aſtern, and row towards 
us full manned, with a very vigorous diſpatcb.—It was now 
quite calm, yet, the impatience with which we expected the 
arrival of the boat was incredible; the numberleſs diſappo'nt- 
ments we had met in the courle of our unfortunate voyage, filled 


us with an apprehenſion of ſome new accident that might frus- 


trate all our hopes, and plunge us again into an aggravated 
diſtreſs—Life and death ſeemed, in ſhort, to fit npon every 
ſtroke of the oar; and as we ſtill conſidered ourſelves tottering 
on the very verge of eternity, the conflict between our wiſhes 

and our fears may be eaſily [appoſed by a reader of imagination, 


The boat at length, came along fide : but our appearance was 


ſo ghaſtly that the men reſted upon their oars, and, with looks of 
 Inconceivable aſtoniſhment, demanded what we were, —Having 

ſatisfied them in this point, they immediately came on board, 
and begged we would uſe the utmoſt expedition in quitting our 


miſerable wreck leſt they ſhould be overtaken by any gale be- 


fore they were able to recover their ſhip ; at the ſame time ſee- 


ing me totally incapable of getting into the boat without aſſiſt» 
_. ance, they provided ropes, by which I was quickly let down, 


and my people followed me, I need not, I believe obſerve, with 
all the alacrity they poſſeſſed. 


But our expedition was delayed by the recollection of poor 


Flat, while three of the men returned and brought him into 


| the boat, but he was as yet inſenſible of his happy deliverance. - 


We were now juſt preparing to ſet off, when one of my 


people cried out, that my mate was ſtill on board. —In the general 


hurry cyery man's attention was engaged by the thought of 


his own preſervation, and it was almoſt a matter of wonder, 


that any body remembered the abſence of the ma e. — He was 


however, immediately called to, and, after ſome time, came 
to the gunnel, in a ſeeming aſtoniſhment, at ſuch a number of 
pecple; the can of joy, with which he had been buſy, having 
completely eraſed every idea of the preceding occurrences from 


his recollection.— Having got him into the boat, we inſtantly. 


put off, and in about an hour came up to the ſhip, which' was 
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rather better than two miles from the wreck, and we were 
received with a humanity on board, that did the higheſt honour 
imaginable tothe character of the captain. When we came along- 
ſide, he, together with his paſſengers and people, were upon deck, 


hollow eyes, ſhrivelled cheeks, and ſqualid comp'exions, had ſuch 
an effect upon them, that the captain himſelf abſoluiely ſhook with 


_ thanking God for being made the inſtrument of our deliverance, 
Before I proceed farther, it will be well to inform the read - 
er of the perſan to whoſe benignity my people and I were 
indebted for our preſervation.—His name was TROMUASG 
Ex RRS, of the American ſhip Suſanna, in the Virginia trade, 
who was returning from VirGinia to LonpoN; to the 
latter of which places his veſſel belonged. . 
I had no ſooner got on board, than dropping on my knees 


| again a hencoop on the deck, I poured out my ſoul ina 


firain of the ſincereſt gratitude to the great Author of all 


things for the abundauce of his mercy, and in the fullneſs of 


my heart began alſo to expreſs my ſenſibility to the captain 


/ for his readineſs to aflift the diſtreſſed ;—He begged I would | 
Os ſilent on the ſubject, at leaſt for that time, —adviſed me 
to take a little reſt, aſſuring me, at the ſame time, that my 


people ſhould be treated with every neceſſary attention. 


I had been on board three or four days when I found fone 5 
little inclination to eat: —the reſt which I had taken during 


that interval giving ſome diſtant dawnings of an appetite, 1 
therefore hinted my defire to the captain, who had repeatedly 
applied to me from my firſt arrival to take a little food, and 
he immediately ordered ood ſeago to be dreſsed, of which J ate, 


_- without vg any rejiſh whatever, my taſte being rendered 
apprehend, from ſo long a diſcontinuance of 


ünſenſible, as 
ſultenance.—The undeviating tenderneſs which the worthy 


captain, ſhewed to every thing which concerned my caſe, or 


tended to the recovery of my health, in a ſhort time made me 


able to crawl upon deck by myſelf, though at firſt I could by 
no means face the wind':;—the air however, did me incredible | 


ſervice, and I continued daily increafing in my ſtrength. 


My readers will be anxious to learn the ſituation of the cone 
demned victim, poor Flat. On his being brought on board, 
the good captain Eyers, adminiſtred to him ſome medicines, 
which he had provided for the voyage, and in two days we 


had the gratification, to find his delicium abated, and his rea- 
ſon return; I attempted to acquaint him with our reverſe of 


ern | 


from an equal mixture of compaſſion and curioſity, —but our 


horror, as he was politely leading me to the cabbin, and generouſly 
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CAPTAIN WINTERFIELD. „ 
fortune, but either his head was yet too weak, or his joy too great, 
to bear tlie effect of ſo ſudden and affecting a tranſition, and he 
fell back apparently lifeleſs and motionleſs; we were apprehenſive 
this circumſtance had now proved fatal to him, but the captain, 


with my aſſiſtance, applying immediately ſome freſh water, & after- 
wards ſome cordial, which he happened to have in the cabbia, he 


came to himſelf in about an hour, to the great joy of all preſent, 


We had not however long enjoyed this happy tranſition of for- 


tune, beforea freſh calamity ſeemed ready to involve us, and threat- 
ened not only tofalluponthe people and myſelf, but, in ſome meaſure, 


through our means, upon captain EyERSs, his paſſengers, and 


ſhip's company.—'The ſhip, it ſeems, a few days before ſhe 
took us up, had been attacked by a hard gale of wind, in 
which, ſhipping a heavy ſea, they loſt four hogs, four or five. 
hogſheads of freſh water, forty or fifty head of fowls, and 
twenty or thirty geeſe and tarkies :—ſhe had alſo loſt her ca- 


booſe and copper, and, in ſhort, had ſuffered not a little al- 


though, to the infinite credit of her commander, theſe misfor- 


tunes did not occaſion the leaſt diminution of his humanity, 


when he was called to by the voice of diſtreſs. —'Theſe loſſes, 
together with the unexpected addition of ſeven perſons, and a 
long ſeries of very bad weather, obliged the captain to ſet all 
hands to an allowance, which was eſtabliſhed at two pounds 


and an half of bread per week, a quart of water, and half a 


pound of ſalt proviſions a day for each man on board. —In this 
fituation, with a head wind, and the pumps continually at 
work, his ſhip being very leaky, we began to keep as good a 
look out as poſſible, in hopes of meeting with ſome veſſel which 


might oblige us with a ſalutary ſupply of proviſions. No 


veſſel, however, encountered us, but a Frenchman from Cape 
FR AN cols, who ſtood as much in want of neceſſaries as ours 
ſelves.---The next day we fell in with a. ſhip, a Dutchman, 
outward bound, who to our great comfort informed us we 
were near Oporto, but that if we did not keep a good lock + 
out, we ſhould be certainly made prizes of by three Algerine 
Gallies, who were then cruiſing in thoſe ſeas. The maſter 
affirmed this upon his word, and after giving us what ammuni- 
tion he could pare, proceeded on his voyage. It fell hazy 
about three o'clock the next afternoon, and at ten oflock at 
night, we plainly heard the firing of guns, which ſeemed at 


no great diſtance. This alarm made us prepare for an engage- 
ment in caſe of the worſt, that is, meeting a corſair, to whomwe _ 


were wg{plved not to ſurrender tamely. By break of day the next 
morning, we diſcovered three ſkips about three or four leagues 
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to leeward, Captain'Er rs preſently conſulted what was moſt 
| adviſeabie, whether to ſtay and ſpeak with them, or to make the 
he belt of our way; at laſt (upon what reasons I kyow not) it was 
determined that we ſhould ſtay; it was not long before we diſ- 
covered thoſe three Algerine ſhips to be men of war, who eſpy - 
ing their prey endeavoured to come up with us, which about 
night they effected: whilſt: they were coming up, captain 
Eryetrs ſeemed refolyed to fight them, and accordingly made 
Preparatiqns to receive them; but in the night his company 
altered their counſels, let their reſolutions die, and agreed to 
run for it. The Algerine pe:ceiving our defign, ſent one of 
their number to chaſe us, which they did till the morning. At 
break of day they began to fire, and aſter a ſhort conflict boarl- * 
ed and took us. We had ſix ſlain, and many wounded, _ | 
Ie ſmiles of fortune were but as a gleam of ſunſhine, in 
4 diftant latitude in the middle of win.er, for the tranſitory 
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Many weeks they kept us cloſe priſoners at ſeaz we found 

many OVER in their ſhips, ſlaves like ourſelves, from 
whom we had no other comfort but the condoling of each others 
miſcries; from them we learnt a ſmattering of the common 
language, which would be of ſome uſe to us when we ſhould 
come to Algiers, where, after a paſſage of five or fix weeks, 


4 Elyſium which we found on board the Suſannah from the hu- 
1 mane captain EYErs, was ſucceded by a terrible reverſe.--.-We 
1 were now Slaves.---But even ſlavery ſo abhorrent to the human 
7 heart was a relief to our former diſtreſſes. 17 men 
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we were landen. . SIN | 
As foon as we were put aſhore, for the firſt night, we were 
locked down in a deep naſty cellar; ſome inconveniencies we 
- felt, but they were nothing to what we feared : the next day 
we were carried, or led, or rather driven to the Vice-roy's or 
Baſhaw's palace, who accord ing to the cuſtom, and his own 
right, is to have the tenth man for his dividend of the ſlaves, 
When the next market day came, we were driven like beaits 
thither, and expoſed to public fle. Their cruelty is great, 
but their covetouſneſs exceeds their cruelty'; could they make 
: _ as much of us dead as they make alive, that ſo both the inter- 
be. eſts of cruelty and of covetouſneſs might be ſecured and recon · 

2 ciled, we are well aſſured what would have been our lot, 
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Il I was fold the firſt market day to a Tagareen; and the firſt 


tor ſo I muſt now call bim,)had well nigh coſt me my life. 
His father being deſirous to ſee his ſon's penny-worth, com- 
manded me up into a gallery which looked into the court, he 


1 | i adventute I met with after I was brought to my patron's houſe 
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began to inſult over me with inſupportable ſcorn, reflecting 


upon me becauſe I was a Chriſtian; and caſt out ſome expreſſi · 
ons which did really reflect upon the perſon of my Redeemer; 


(though I have heard worſe fince) my neck was not yet bow- 
ed, nor my heart broken to the yoke of bondage; I could not 


well brook, becauſe I had not been uſed then to ſuch language ; 


and becauſe I could not expreſs myſelf in the Morefeo, or 
Lingua Franc, I ſapplied it with figns ;,1 ſignified, as well as 
I could, that their prophet was but a cobler. I confeſs my 
meaning was no more, but that Mahomet, by the help of Ser- 


gius, a Neſtorian monk, and Abdalla the ſew, had patched 
up a cento of Jewiſh and Monkiſh fopperies, which now com- 


* poſed their religion. But he, without the preamble of railing 
words, fell upon me with ſevere blows; whatever rage and 


fury his hands or feet could execute, that I felt, and my in: 
treaties did but inrage his choler, ſo that I faw I might ſooner 


blow out the fire with a pair of bellows, than lenify his paſſion | 
with prayers ; I had no other way but to make an offer of 


leaping down out of the gallery into the court, and therefore 


clapping my hands upon the rails, as if I would throw myſelf 


head-long down over them, and rather chuſe to receive my 


death from the pavement, than his hands, he preſently aſſwag- 
ed, if not his rage, yet the execution of it. The old gentleman 


knew very well, that if I loſt my life his fon muſt loſe his pre- 


| ſent money, and future profit, for there is little made out of 
2 dead man's ſkin, and therefore he reſpited my further puniſh- 
ment till my patron's return; and then indeed this reputed 
blaſphemy of mine with full cry was carried to his ears, and 


it loſt nothing in the telling, but was aggrayated to ſome pur- 


poſe : my patron, being naturally a very paſſionate man, ſaid 
nothing, but, without examination, drew out bis long knife, 
( which they conſtantly wear by their ſides) and made at me, 
and had there doubtleſs put an end to my life and captivity at 


once, had not his wife, who was then ſeaſonably preſent, 
prevented him, and ſweetened him into a more moderate 


= emper. Some will be ready enough to ſay, that I was buta 


martyr to my own folly: this was not a place for diſpute, but 
obedience. Well, I learnt from hence two leſſons; one, that 


when the body is a ſlave the reaſon mutt not expect tb be free; 


and where the whole outward man is in bondage, the tongue 


"muſt not plead exemption ; and a ſecond, that it is fair to. 


ſlaves to enjoy the freedom of their own conſciences, without 
reviling another's religion, though erroneous! and this wit 
I bought, as it fell out a pretty 28 penny-worth, 
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only conſideration was that it was commanded. 
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When the ſtorm was over my employment was aſſigned me, 


tt (for they had rather ſee a ſlave dead than idle) and for about half 


4.. 


a year it lay in trudging on errands, bearing burdens, and diſ- 


charging other domeſtic ſervices at command, wherein the 


At this time my patron had a part in a man of war, which 
Carried twelve guns; ſhe being at ſea (with ſome others of the 


ſame place) met with an a American ſhip, laden with Dollars, 


and other commodities from Spain, and bound for France, 


one Jones being maſter, and after a very ſharp, though ſhort diſ- 
ute, the Algerines carried her, and brought her ſafe home. 
he- adventurers divided their booty, and being high flown 


with this ſucceſs, they reſolved to fit her out again to carry 
more guns, and from hence grew my new employment. Upon 
© the carpenters I attended, waited on the ſmiths, to get the iron 


work fitted and finiſhed, and truly he allowed me more for 


porterage than to the ordinary hammels, or common porters, 
When this ſhip was now fitted for another adventure, my 
| patron told me, I muſt go in her; I pleaded that I was no ſea- 


man, underſtood nothing of the mariner's art, and as he could 
expect little ſervice from me in that kind, ſo I muſt expect 


* "moſt rigorous treatment, becauſe I could not acquit myſelf in 


the ſervice as well as others; he removed my pleas, and pro- 


miſed 1 ſhould not be wronged, but there was more at the 


bottom than all this, for here a caſe of conſcience offered itſelf, 


E-:-. 


whether I might without fin in any caſe fight againſt Chriſtians, 
on the part of the common enemy of all chriſtianity ? the beſt 


reſolution I could give myſelf, was this, that firſt, my employ- 


ment would only lie in managing the tackle, which will kill 


nobody : but it was replied, that without the due management 


ol the tackle all the guns in the ſhip will kill nobody: ſecond- 
1y, therefore I anſwered, that it was not evident they would 
engage againſt Chriſtians more than all the reſt of mankind, 


for all the world are their enemies, who are rich enough to 


invite them, and too weak to reſiſt them; but my patron had 


a ſolution worth all theſe, he told me peremptorily I muſt, 
and ſhould go; in fact, his commands were backed with com- 
pulſion, and whatever his authority was, he had more 


wer 
than I could deny, or ſtrength to reſiſt; and ſo go f. did. 
Vet this I will ſay for him, he ſpoke to the captain and offi- 
cers of the ſhip to treat me civilly, that is, leſs cruelly than 
© other ſlaves were treated.: he gave me ſome money alſo in my 


pocket, bought me cloaths, and laid me in proviſion above 
the ſhip's allowance, 13 | 


2 


% aw t Ty - 


cruiſing and pickarooning up and down; at laſt we met with 
one poor American, whom we took, and fo returned. _ 


no . and I turned my thoughts into all forms and 
| 


bered with fo many difficulties, that they amounted very near 
to impoſſibilities. The more I conſulted, the further I found 


Now itncg j's ©» 


(but that was worth a thouſand, could I have made the beſt 


an Engliſhman, whoſe condition was that of a ſlave, whoſe 
calling was that of a taylor. He at firſt counſelled me to come 
and flay with him, and he would teach me to work at his 

© trade. I accounted nothing ba'e that was honeſt, and neceſſity 


. varted into mighty hopes that I ſhould now be in a capacity 
But my ſtraits were not it ſeems great enough to magnify God's 


which would make an opportunity to exalt his appearin 


either out of modeſty, or pride, to give further trouble; and 


_ Engliſhman, who was fitting in a little ſhop: he aſked me 


how the rigid law of my prone had impoſed two dollars per 


8 CTAN WINTERFIELD; 1 
Nine weeks we were at ſea, within and without the Streights, 


My patron having been at great charges in fitting and 
manning out this ſhip, and the repriſals ſo ſlenderly anſwering 
his great coſt, and greater hopes, I muſt allow him two dollars 
per month, and live aſhore where I would, and get it where [ 
could. This was a hard chapter, that he who could not main- 
tain himſelf, ſhould be compelled to contribute to the, main- 
tenance of another; it was difficult to raiſe ihcreaſe out of no 
ſtock, and to pay intereſt out of no principal; but there was 


ſhapes, but a 


- 


projects that preſented themſelves were encum- 


myſelf from a concluſion, and I could fee no way but one, 


of it) and that was to commit myſelf to God, who had brought 
me into this ſtrait, beſeeching he would bring me out of it. 

But that my truſting to God might not be a cloak for lazj- 
neſs, or a pillow for floth to reſt upon, I addreſſed myſelf to 


would enoble a far meaner employment, and very readily 
cloſed in my thoughts with his motion, and was ſuddenly ele- 


not only to anſwer my patron's demands, and eſcape his laſh, 
wer in railing me; I was not reduced to that extremity 


mercy ; for when I came to him the next day, I perceived, 
by his filence, that his mind was changed, and I was loth, 


therefore interpreting his ſilence to be a more civil way of de- 
nial, I left hiw, and once more launched out into the wide 
„„ „ „%% LE Ps VV 
In this forlorn poſture I wandered, but neither knew, nor 
much cared whither, when providence directed me to another 


what news? and (as that which is uppermoſt always comes out 
firſt )1 preſently began the ſlory of my deſperate condition; 
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month upon me, and I knew not where to levy the leaſt mite 


of it: he heard, conſidered, pitied my condition, and invited 
me to come and fit in the ſhop with him; but ſeeing nothing 


but bare walls, I aſked him to what end? what trade ſhoul 
we drive there? There's not much difference between flarving 
in the ſtreets, and in the ſhop. Countryman, ſaid he, I drive 
| Here an unknown trade, here I ſell lead, iron ſhot, ſtrong 
Waters, tobacco, aud many other things: this motion was a 


great deal too good to be refuſed, and I think at that time no 
tolerable condition would have ſtuck with me. ny 
I acquainted my patron with my deſign, pleading I wanted 


Rock to ſet up with: ſo he lent me a small modicum, and, 


with another pittance that I had privately reſerved of my own. 


1 began to trade, That very night I went and bought a par- 
cel of tobacco, the next morning we dreſsed it, cut it, and 
| fitted it ſor sale; and the world ſeemed to {mile on us wonder- 
fully. In this way of partnerſhip we continued for ſome. 

u hile, and what we got clear we divided every week, accor- 
ding to the proportion of our reſpective ſtocks; in a while, 
finding the world to come in upon us, we ventured upon no 

leſs than a whole butt of wine, ſome money we had, and ſome 
Credit; this wine we drew out, and got conſiderably by it. 
But it is very difficult to maintain moderation in n exalted 
Nate, for even our ſtate was capable of better and worſe ; ſor 
my partner being elevated with our good ſucceſs, grew a good 
fellow, and ® bad huſband, 'neglected his buſinefs, went tip= 
Plipg and fuddling up and down, and the concerns of the ſhop 
nd made. lay wholly, dpa se. 
It happened that one John Randal, who with his wife and 
child were taken in the Suſanna with myſelf, being put to the 
ſame ſhiſt with myſelf, and, as it is very common, having a 
monthly tax imposed upon him by his patron, which he muſt 
ſerape up where he could, and beſides maintain himſelf, his 
wife and child, went up, and down: ſeeking for relief, at laſt 


the poor man ſtraggled to cur ſhop ; his case made great im- 


preſhon upon me, I could not but confider the goodneſs of 


God to me, that ſhould now be in a condition to adviſe and 


help another, who ſo lately wanted both myſelf; ſo I bade 
him come in, and finding him to be a glover by trade, adyiſed 
him to learn to make-canvaſs cloths for ſeamen that are 


ſlaves; and for my own part, he ſhould fit rent free; but 


if my partner would inſiſt upon his moiety, he muſt be 
willing to ſatisfy him, for I had no power to determine of 
another's right. e 


Though my condition was much better than that of 
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thouſands, yet I could not help often to repine at the unfor- 
tunate condition I was reduced to. Penelope, my poor Pe- 


nelope! was almoſt always in my fight. y mother's ſitu- 1 


ation too gave me many times much uneaſineſs, and ſet me 


upon ſeveral experiments to effect my eſcape; but that 


time was not yet come, and though the ſeveral diſappoint- 


ments hurt me much at the time, yet I now bleſs God, Iam 


able to praiſe his name for his manifold mercies unde- 
ſervedly conferred on me | 


- 


Whilſt I was managing my trade very ſtoutly and ſueceſs- 


fully, (John Randall working with me in my ſhop) my 


partner having now declined bufineſs and left all to me; one 
day I changed a ere ſhilling piece of gold tor ſilver, with _ 
a friend, and having the money chinking in my hand, John 

Randal aſked me what I did with ſo much money ? I defired 


him to keep it for me, till our return, and he ſhould know; 


for he being not very well, we agreed to walk out of the town 


to take the freſh air; a liberty, which, for ſomewhat above a 
mile, is indulged to the ſlaves: when we had walked almoſt 


to the end of our tedder, I was defirous to walk a little fur- 
ther, view the coaſts, if, perhaps, any advantage might offer 


itſelf afterwards for an eſcape, though we actually deſigned 


no ſuch thing. As we were prying about the ſea-fide, one of 


the ſpies, appointed conſtantly to watch, leſt any of the ſlaves 


ſhould run away, came to us and charged us with an attempt 
to make an eſcape; we flatly denied it, but he laid hold on 
us: there was no reſiſting, and accordingly attended him to- 


| wards the city : as we drew near, I eſpied ſome Engliſhmen 


at quoits, (for with ſuch recreations and diverſions they are 
willing now and then to beguile the tedious minutes of linger- 
ing thraldom. ) I beckoned to one of them whom I knew, and 
pretending only to whiſper with him, I ſecretly conveyed to 
him my purſe, wherein were ſeven pieces of eight; we were 


. preſently met by another ſpy, and thoſe two led us to a little 


blind houſe, where they ſearched us; they took away the twen- 
ty ſhillings, which I had put into my friend's hand, and find- 


ing nothing upon me, took away my doublet, - and then 


brought us before the Vice Roy, and his council: we were 


ſtraighily examined, and ſtrongly charged with an a'tempt to 


eſcape ; we peremptorily denied all, and ſtood upon our in- 
nocency, affirming, that our only deſign of walking abroad 
was to take the freſh air. This excuſe would not be accepted, 
and the battoon was commanded to he brought forth, we an- 
ſwered we durſt not falſely - 270 ourſelves, nor make oure 


| THE ADVENTURES OF | 
| ſelves criminal, when we were not so, and therefore if such 5 
was their will and pleaſure, we muſt abide by it, and fo we 
ſat down by the ſticks, CL . 
But the Viceroy, with his Council, gathering from cir- 

_ - eumſtances, and induced to believe us by our conſtant and | 
reſolute denial of the fact, omitted at preſent any further 
puniſhmenr, and only commanded us to be laid in chains in 
the Viceroy's priſon till our patrons ſhould demand our 

— Jiberties and fetch us out. And the next day we were both 

delivered, though with differing fates : (as Phataoh's chief 
butler and chief baker were both taken ſrom priſon, the | 
one to be advanced, the other to be hanged) for John 
Randall's patron being very termagant, uſed that abſolute | 
and unlimited ſovereignty which they pretend to have over l 
their ſlaves, and commanded him to receive three hundred 
dlows upon the ſoles of his feet with the battoon, in the 
uſual barbarous manner: as for myſelf, when I was 
brought home, the ſpy that ſeized: us came and demanded 
money of my-patron for his good ſervice, not reckoning 
that he had any thing of me, which put him into a moſt 
_ deſperate fit of paſſion ; and calling me dog and Few, and 
all to nought, commanded me to go to work in the looms | 
with two other Engliſhmen that were ſlaves, and linen-cloth | 

__ weavers: but, alas, I was a bungler, and underſtood nothing 72 

of the draft and myſtery of weaving, more or leſs; but 
there I wrought till I had ſpoiled all that IJ laid my hands 
don: now, when he ſaw that my labour this way would not 
turn to account, he rated me for a loggerhead, and bade me 
fill quills for the other two, being now degraded from a 
bungling weaver, to an excellent filler of quills, I continued 
about a month; my ſhop all this while lay at fixes and 
'* AJevens, what was become of it I knew not, and durſt not 
for my lite diſcover any deſire to return to that employ- 
ment. At laſt my patron aſked me for the money that he 
had lent me when I had firſt began to trade; I anſwered 
ſubmiſſively, that I had not a farthing, all my ſmall eſtate 
lay in a few goods, and till they were ſold, I could not 
poſſibly repay him: he called one of his ſlaves, a Dutch- 
man, and commanded him to go with me, and turn all into 
ready money, and bring it him: when I came to my old 
ſhop, there was the neſt indeed, but all the birds were flown; 
for in my abſence, poor John Randal being lame, and not 
able to work, my partner ſome time before having left me, 
and I confined to another employment) ſome of theſe raſcals 
had broken open my ſhop, and thence carried away the beſt 
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me to my ſhop, there to trade, paying him the two dollars 
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of my goods, though my cellar was ſtill fafe, and ſome of 


my goods I heard of, and recovered; what money I had 

was hid in the ground, as it was my conſtant way: that 
* the Dutchman and myſelf returned to our patron, and 

d him we could fell nothing; whereupon he remanded 


a month, as I had done before.  _ L 
My patron had been finking in his eſtate a pretty while; 
the laſt ſhip he had put to fea broke his beck] at laſt, he 


was grown infenſibly fo low, that it could no longer be 
daubed up with his repute, but he muſt be forced to ſell all 


his ſlaves to pay his debts: it was not much to me whether 
T was changed, I might change my gaoler, and my gaol, but 
ſtill I was like to be a priſoners I might be bought and ſold, 


and fold again, but ſtill my condition was ſlavery ; yet one 


thing methought was comfortable, that the laſt inſtrument 


of my bondage was come into miſery as well as myſelf. 


In the partage of his ſlaves, it fell to my lot and another's 
to be mortgaged for a certain ſum of money, jointly to two 


_ perſons, the one a cap-maker, the other a grave old gen- 


tleman, who amongſt his own people had the repute of a 


good-natured and moderate perſon, (as good- nature and 


moderation go at Algiers.) The day of payment came, the 


money was not paid; the cap-maker and the old gentleman 


ſeized on us, and held us in common, but in a while they 


reſolved to divide us, that each of us might know whom to 
call maſter, and whoſe whiſtle we were bound to obey: we 


were both ſummoned to appear at a certain place at mid- 


day, and much ado there was about our dividing: at laſt 


they agreed to caſt lots for us, only becauſe I was in a hand- 
ſome way of trade, it was agreed, that he to whoſe ſhare I 
ſhould fall, ſhould pay the other fifty doubles, which, if I. 


; compute right, is ſomething more than fifty ſhillings ſter- 
ling. I was exceeding fearful I ſhould fall to this cap- 


maker, for he had the character of a brutiſh ill-humoured 
fellow. But God delivered me from that tyrannical old 


_ gentleman; and if I was to be'filent here, I ſhould be the 


moſt ungrateful wretch living: I found not only pity and 
compaſſion, but love and friendſhip from my new patron; 
had I been his ſon, I could not have met with more reſpect, 


nor have been treated with more tenderneſs: I could not 


wiſh a friend a better ſtate than IJ was in, except my cap- 
tivity. If any thing could be mingled with bondage to 


make it ſweet; if any thing could reconcile flavery to na- 


ture; it any thing could beget an acquieſcence in ſuch a 


_ Rate, I did not, I could not want it. 
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36e THE ADVENTURES of 
In this condition I lived a long time, often reflecting upon 
the unhappy ſituation of my little family at home, who muſt _ 
be miſerable upon my account; for all the endeavors I 
was able, I never could get a letter to England, nay, not ſo 


much as out of Algiers, ſo narrowly are the ſlaves looked 


after there. Indeed I had ſometimes the ſatisfaction of 


meeting an American, or a countryman, who, like myſelf, 


had the misfortune to fall into ſlavery, (in conſequence - of 
the hoſtility that ſubſiſted between the thirteen provinces 
and the ſtates of Barbary); but this was but ſmall conſo- 


lation; however, we participated our ſorrows together; 
and I never failed of being as ſerviceable to them as it lay 


in my power, eſpecially if I found them of a ſerious turn 
of mind. | 


And indeed, the freedom that I found in ſervitude, the 


liberty I enjoyed in my bonds was ſo great, that it took off 
much of the edge of my deſire to obtain, and almoſt blunted 
it from any vigorous attempt after liberty, that carried ha- 
zard in its face, till at laſt I was awakened upon this 
J . eG 
My 2 had a ſmall farm in the country, about Ces 
rom the city, whither he took me along with him: 
he had me to their markets, ſhewed me the manner of them, 
and at my return he loaded me home with all manner of 


miles 


proviſions, that I might make merry with my fellow chriſ- 


tians; and I had ſome reaſon to conclude, from his great 
Ekuindneſs to me, that he intended to ſend me thither to ma- 
nage the farm for him, However, I ſaw now evidently, 


that if I once quitted my ſhop, I ſhould loſe with it all. 
means, all helps, and therefore all hopes to rid myſelf out 


of ſlavery; and though I might have been there a petty 
lord over the reſt of my fellow-ſervants, yet ſlavery had in 
it ſomething of I know not what harſhneſs that I could not 
brook; fetters of gold do not loſe their nature, they are 


fetters ſtill: Had Bajazet's cage been of gold, as it was of 


iron, yet it was a Cage; and that was provocation enough 
to a haughty ſpirit to beat out his own brains againſt its 
| bars. How to regain my liberty was the conſtant occupa- 
tion of my thoughts; waking or ſleeping my head was ſo 
full of different ſchemes, that I dreamed of nothing elſe. 
However, an. inſurmountable difficulty was always in the 
way; I was ſocloſely watched that I could not get ſo much 
as to the ſea-ſide, without endangering myſelf to a ſtrapado, 

for the imputed crime of n my eſcape. I thought 

if I could once ſecrete myſelf on board one of the little 
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gallies which were frequently running over to Gibraltar 
with proviſions, I ſhould make a good eſcape. But that was 


 impoſlible for the reaſon juſt now alledged. Other ſchemes 
came into my head as idle and vain, ſome deſperate, others 


impoſſible; but at laſt, I hit upon one that ſeemed more 


feaſible and practicable, and in which I ſucceeded, as will 
de ſeen in its proper place. 5 


0 


Having formed the deſign, or at leaſt, the rude draught, 


and general model of it, my firſt care was to open it to ſome 


ſkilful and faithful counſellors, who might more impartial- 


ly diſcover to me its inconveniences, where it was like to 
Ni 8 leaky, or take wind; and firſt I acquainted Mr. 


Jewton, our miniſter, with it, and laid before him the 


whole of the contrivance; and he ſo far approved it, that he 


judged it poſſible; next I acquainted one Robert Lake, who 
wiſhed it all good ſucceſs; and laſtly, I acquainted my 


iriend John Randal, who approved it; yet none of theſe 
could, or would, run the riſque of its miſcar;iage. Mr. 


Newton was already delivered from his patron, and in a 


fair way to be abſolutely enlarged in a more ſafe and regu- 


lar way, for not long after our eſcape, came Captain-Pack, 


of London, and paid the ſixty dollars, and took him along 
with him for England: John Randal had a wife and child, 
and theſe were too dear pledges to be left behind, and yet 
too tender things to undergo our difficulties: Robert Lake 
Was an antient perſon, and neither able, paſſively, to be 
Carried in, nor, actively, to carry on a deſign that required 
ſuch hardneſs of body and mind to endure, and much 
ſtrength to go through with it; we had nothing from them 
but prayers and counſels, which yet were the main; and 
then my next care was to take in partners and accomplices, 
in the defign. „ 5 
But before I would reveal the project to any of them in 
particular, I required an oath of ſecrecy: When a project 
was once mentioned, which promiſed in general their hap- 
pineſs and welfare, I needed not to tell them in particular 


what it drove at, they could gueſs that with eaſe; for what 
could be good or happy to ſlaves without liberty? This 
oath therefore they willingly took: I judged ſeven perſons 


would be enough to manage, carry on, and execute it; and 


therefore, except the three before-mentioned, I communi- 
cated it to no one perſon but theſe following, who engaged 
in it, though all of them did not go through with it: John 
Anthony, a carpenter; William Adams, a bricklayer; John 


Jephs, a ſeaman; John Wills, a carpenter ; and two others, 
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whoſe employment it was to waſh ſmall- clothes at the ſea- 
fide, and thoſe alſo had their parts in carrying on the work, 


— 


ormed many objections to myſelf about the propriety 
of eſcaping from my patron, who really uſed me well, and 


—_ they went not along with us. 


allowed me all the liberty I could wiſh; but the defire of 
ſeeing my native country once more; and one thought of 
England and its liberty, and of my poor Penelope, over-ba- 
lanced every little ſcruple: So I determined to go, let the 
attempt'coſt me what it would. During this time, I did all 
J could to learn intelligence of my old friend Captain Eyers, 


but all my attempts were vain, they had been ſold up the 
country, and were no more to be heard of. 
Thus all was clear and quiet, and we went on with our 


- deſign, which I now firſt opened to them: that I had con- 


trived the model of a boat, which being formed in parcels, 
and afterwards put together, might prove an ark to deliver 


us out of the hands of our enemies: this was ſoon faid, and 


as eagerly embraced. Eſcape! was a pleaſant word; the 
term Liberty! was muſic to our ears, and our wifhing 
hearts danced to the tune of it; and a boat was as promiſing 
a means as any that could be imagined. But when once 


their thoughts had cooled, and came more ſedately to look 
into the difficulties of it, they appeared innumerable, and 
ſonie of them ſeemed inſuperable; and ſome things that 
had at firſt view, paſſed current in my own thoughts, yet, 
when they came to be examined more rigidly, there appear- 
ed confiderable impediments. Where this boat ſhou]d be 
built? was one ſtaggering queſtion: Where it ſhould be 
launched, and where put to ſea? were other objections: 
How we ſhould eſcape thoſe Argus-eyes, which were always 
_ obſerving us by day? was a grovelling query: or how to 
get out of the city by night, whoſe walls are ſo high, whoſe _ 
gates are ſo cloſely ſhut, and ſtrongly guarded? were other 
vexatious queſtions: How we ſhould be rigged and victual- 
led for ſuch a voyage? was a conſiderable enquiry: and 
whither we ſhould bend our courſe? was not to be lighted: 
But how ſuch a little ſkiff, rather than boat, ſhould be able 


to weather all the accidents of the ſea? was a grand 


queſtion; and enough to drive us to deſpair. =, 
Io theſe objections I anſwered, that I had deſigned my 
_ own cellar, as the beſt place wherein to build the boat; 
that when it was there built, it might be taken in pieces a- 
gain, and carried out of the city in parcels, and ſtowed in 
private places, till the ſcheme was ripe for execution; that 


— * | 
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Majorca was the moſt commodious place to deſign to land 
in; But in general, I told them to this purpoſe ; that if we 
never attempted any thing till we had anſwered all objec- 


tions, we might fit with our fingers in our mouths all our 


days, and pine and languiſh our tedious lives in bondage; 
that the project had its difficulties, was confeſſed ; but what 
has not that, is commendable and glorious! Yet, whatever 
difficulties and dangers we ſhould meet with, Liberty! kept 
in our view would ſweeten the dangers we might encounter 


in attempting to regain it, They were well ſatisfied with 
what was ſaid, and all engaged to venture the utmoſt they 


were able, and had, to accompliſh it. 


In the celllar we began our work; and firſt, we provided | 
a piece of timber about twelve feet long to make the keel; 


but becauſe it was impoſſible to convey a piece of timber 
of that length out of the city, without its being ſeen, and 


© of that ſhape, but it muſt be ſuſpected; and that ſuſpicion 


would bring us into examination, and the rack or battoon 


might extort a confeſſion from the moſt reſolute and 


obſtinate breaſt; we therefore cut it into two pieces, and 

fitted it for joining juſt in the middle. Our next care was 

the timbers or ribs of the boat, which we contrived thus; 
every one of the timbers was made of three pieces, and 


jointed in two places, becauſe a whole rib, at its full length 
would be liable to the ſame inconveniences with the keel. 
Now underſtand, that the joints of the ribs were not made 


with mortice and tenon, but the flat fide of one of the three 


pieces was laid over the other, and two holes were bored at 
every joint, into which two nails were to be put, when we 


ſhould join the parcels of our boat together: You muſt un- 
derſtand further, that theſe two holes at every joint were 


not made in a ſtraight line parallel with the fides of the pie- 
ces, for then the three pieces, which make one rib, being 
joined together, would have made one ſtrait piece; a form 


which would by no means agree with the uſe and deſign of 


the timbers; but ſo, that when both the nails were in the 


holes each joint would make an obtuſe angle, and ſo incline 
ſo near a ſemicircular figure, as our occaſion required. All 
this while here is no 
the naked ribs of our boat, without which the keel and 
timbers, looked but like an uſeleſs anatomy; but neither 
had we nor was it poſſible we ſhould have, any boards in 


our veſſel, Neceſſity is the beſt artificer, when all is done, 


for a place where to put to ſea, it would be time enough to 
determine upon when we had finiſhed our veſſel, that 
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to which the world has been beholden for the muſt uſeful 


inventions, which at this day eaſe the labour of mankind. 
For the joining of theſe boards, and the - of them, 
to make the boat water-tight, would occaſion ſuch a cla- 


morous echo in the cellar by the hammering, as muſt 
have drawn upon us the jealous eyes of the Algerines, Who 


about their wives and ſlaves are truly ſuſpicious, we there - 
fore reſolved to buy as much ſtrong canvaſs as would co- 


ver our boat twice over upon the convex of the cane; 
we provided as much pitch, tar, and tallow, as would 
ferve to make it a kind of a tarpawlin ſear- cloth to ſwad-. 


dle the naked body of our infant boat, and earthen pots to 
melt our materials in, and fixed a night wherein we might 
execute that part of our labour. The two carpenters and* _ 
myſelt undertook this fervice in the cellar, and all went on 
very well; we had ſtopped all the crevices and corners, that 


the ſteam of the melted materials might not creep out and 


betray us, ogy wary, Fw chimney) but we had not been 


long at work, before I felt myſelf exceedingly ſick with the 


ſtrong and unuſual ſcent that aroſe, and was forced to go 
out into the ſtreet to gaſp for breath, where meeting the 
Cool air, it overcame me and I fell down and bruiſed my 


face, and there lay, till my companions came out to ſeek 


fick alſo, and now our work ſtood ſtill: I began to fear 


that our hopeful project would prove abortive, eſpecially if 
we ſuffered our ſpirits to cool over the deſign, I therefore 
_ adviſed the door be ſet open telling them that if we ſhould 


be diſcovered that the crime would be charged on me, and 
I muſt anſwer for all. At length the door was ſet open, and 
we soon recovered, and went on with our buſineſs, and 


_ pitched one half that night. The next night we met again, 


and they proceeded with the work, while I ſtood ſentinel 
at the door to give notice of approaching danger; but we 


_ happily finiſhed the whole, and while it was yet dark, carried 


it to my ſhop, which was about a furlong from the cellar 


and there for the preſent ſecured it; we next held a conſul- 
tation how to convey all out of town and hide them in ſe- 


cure and truſty places. oh | | 

As Adams had long exerciſed the trade of a bricklayer, 
aad as his employment lay much without the town, we 
unanimouſly judged him the fitteſt perſon to carry the keel, 


eſpecially as he uſed ſuch pieces in levelling his work; he 
_ therefore, accoutred with his apron before him, his trowel | 
in his hand, and one of the pieces upon his ſhoulder, un- 


* 


me, and carried me in again; one of them was ſoon taken 


> — 
- 


dertock it, and went cleverly away with it, and as he ſaw 
his opportunity, hid it in the bottom of the hedge, and not 


- IS. --- wh. 4 08. a” 


to the nearness to that place where the keel BY 
But how to convey our tarpaulin ſafe out of town, ſeem- 
ed moſt difficult. By night it was impoſſible, and by day the 
. difficulties were conſiderable, and the danger proportionate, 
for the gates are ſtrictly watched, the ſtreets crouded, the 

. ſpies pickarooning in every corner, and the bulk of the can- _ 
vaſs thus dreſſed was very great: to divide it had, bgen to runs 
in durſelves, for no ſtitching together again could ſa cheat 
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long after conveyed out its fellow and lodged it in the ſame 
place. This ſucceeding ſo happily, we ſaw no great diſficul- 
ty with the ttmbers, for we put one nail in a hole of every - 


joint, and then it will be eaſy to conceive that the two ex- 


treme pieces of one rib, being folded inwards upon the 


middlemoſt, will lie in the room of one of the pieces for 
length, excepting that little which the ends of each piece 
were beyond the holes; now by general conſent, the con- 
veying of theſe out of the city. was committed to one, 
_ whole. employment was to waſh. ſmall cloaths by the ſea- 


ſide, he put them into a bag amongſt his cloaths, and ſo 


J. very orderly, carried them out, and hid them where he 


could find moſt commodious ſtowage, but yet 8 | 
was laid. 


the ſearching water but it would find out the needle-holes. 
At laſt, we ventured to put it into a large ſack and commit- 


ted it to him that uſed to waſh clothes, and leſt any ſhould 
- clap a jealous hand upon it, we put a pillow over our can- 
vaſs within the bag, ſo that its ſoftneſs might delude the in- 


quiſitor, and make it paſs for clothes. 


We had yet many things to provide, among which oars 
were abſolutely neceſſary; to ſupply them we took two pipe 
ſtaves, and ſlitting them acroſs from corner to corner with 


a ſaw, we made of each, two rude things which neceflity _ 


was pleaſed toentitle the blades of a pair of oars, and theſe 


were eaſily conveyed out, without ſuſpicion. 
We next conſidered that proviſion muſt be laid in for the 


7 voyage, and therefore we procured a ſmall, and but a ſmall, 
quantity of bread, preſuming our ſtay at ſea muſt be but 
ſhort, for either we ſhould peedily recover land, or ſpee- 


dily be drowned, or ſoon be brought back again. Two + 
goat's ſkins alſo, ſtript off * and ſo tanned, (a kind of 
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bottle much uſed by the AJgerines to carry milk and water 
in) we had, which we lined with freſh water, that we 
knew would be a great rarity in the Mediterranean. _ 
Me procured fome canvaſs for a fail to help us on our 
voyage, which to ſtop a diſpute which aroſe on the ſubject, 
T undertook to carry out, but I had not gone two furlongs, 
before, caſting my eye back, I obſerved the fame ſpy, that 
had once before ſeized me and oceafioned me trouble, fol- 
lowing me with quick pace: this threw me into a very 
ſingular dilemma, which threatened in an inſtant to over- 
turn the whole project for our deliveranee, and conſign me 
to violent puniſhment or more imbittered ſlavery. The mo- 
ment was precious and T did not waſte it—my mind ſtrug- 
led hard at the inſtant, and I ſucceeded; I obſervedan En- 
gliſhman waſhing clothes by the ſea, and it occurred to me 
that my going to him and get him to help me waſh the can- 


F— vals would deceive the ſpy, and it had the deſired effect; as 


we were waſhing it, he came and ſtood upon the rock juſt 
above our heads to watch our motions, and as ſoon as we 
had alittle formally waſhed it, took and ſpread it before his 
face upon the top of the rock to dry; he ſtayed his own 
time an then marched off, leaving me fully ſatisfied that 


my mancuvre had fucceeded: But ſtill 1 judged it neceſſary - E 


to be further guarded, and therefore fearing he might lie in 


ambuſh for me, took the canvas when dry, and very fairly . | 


_ Carried it back into the city, and acquainted my accom- 
1 of the matter, which ſome what diſcouraged them at 
rſt, but they were till determined to perſeveree. 
_ We comforted and encouraged one another, and enter 


ed into council to ſettle where and how we ſhould meet that 
night, when we ſhould put our boat together, and, where 
put to ſea. We fixed eleven at night to meet in a valley, 
encompaſſed by two hedges, about half a mile from the ſea; 
Add we diſperſed different ways to prevent ſuſpicion till the | 


time appointed. "60 
It may be afked what I did with my ſhop and goods, on 


my having reſolved upon this adventure, and ſeeing our 


pPrivately made 


ſcheme going on proſperouſiyꝰ to this 'I reply, that I paid 

my patron my wonted viſits, kept fair correſpondence _ 
with him, and my paid his demands, but at the ſame time, 
7 my goods as faſt as I could, and turned 

all into ready money. I had a trunk, with a falſe bottom, 


there, and came to us. # 


WM © 


and pointed, and pul were 
might have been an expedient for the builders of Babel, when 
their languages were divided, to have carried on their great | 
project by ſigns; but certainly there was confuſion poured out 
upon their ears and counſels, as well as divifions in their 
* and languages. | | | 


. * 
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into which 1 put what gold and filver I had, and into the 
body of the trunk, whatever elſe it would hold, or was 


worth taking ſuch care of, and this trunk I privately com- 


mitted to the fidelity of our miniſter, Mr. Newton, who 

took charge of it, and faithfully ſecuted, and carefully 

brought it over, and as honeſtly delivered it to me as ſoon 
as he knew I was come back to Scotland. _ | 


As ſoon as we were met all together at he appointed 
lace, we began to execute our intended deſign: We had 


| hid ſeveral of our materials near the top of the hill, where 


grew a ſmall figtree, which we had marked in our eye, as 
judging it would be- uſeful to ſtrengthen the keel of our 


boat: two of our company were therefore, immediately 


diſpatched to ſaw it down and bring it, and the parcels of 
our boat there depoſited, away with them to the valley, 


where our work was to be finiſhed; but they had ſcarcely 
got to the place, but we heard dogs bark at the top of the 


hill, and indeed two men with dogs came very near them; 


but they lay cloſe and ſtill, and they paſſed without makin _ 
any diſcovery, and then our men beſtirred themſelves, and 
er materials, depoſited _ 1 


brought away the figtree, and the oth 


And now we had once more brought the ſcattered limbs of | 


our boat into one place: it was no time to trifle, and therefore 


we all buckled to our work in good earneſt; but were ſo 
nigh ſome that were at work in the neighbouring gardens, that 
we could hear them ut; and therefore we ated by ſigns, 

ed, and nodded, but were all mutes: it 


he two parts of our keel we ſoon joined, then opening 
the timbers, which had already one nail in eyery joint, we 


groped for the other hole, and put its nail into it: then open- 


ed them at their full length, and applied them tp the top of 


the keel, faſtening them with rope yarn, and ſmall cords, and 
ſo we ſerved all the joints to keep them firm and ſtable; then 
we bound. ſmall canes all along the ribs lengthways, both to 


keep them from wearing, and 575 to bear out the canvaſs very: 
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any anſwer, we ſilently held on our way, 
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ſig- tree, we laſtly drew on our double canvaſs caſe, already fit- 


ted; and really the canvaſs ſeemed a winding- ſneet for our boat; 
% . thn.” 
This done, four of our company took it upon their ſhoulders, 
and carried it down towards the fea, which was about half a 


mile off. ; 


As we went along, they that the were in the gardens heard | 
us paſling by, and called to us, Who comes there? but it was 


dark, and we had no mind to prate, and therefore, without 


When we came to the ſea-fide, we immediately ſtript our- 
ſelves naked, and putting our cloaths into the boat, carried it 


and them as far into the ſea as we could wade; and. this we did, 
. leſt our tender boat ſhou'd be torn againſt the ſtones or rocks; 
and then all seven of us got into her. But here we ſoon found 
out our {kill in calculating the lading of our veſſel failed us; 
for we were no ſooner embarked, bat ſhe was ready to fink un- 
der us, the water coming in over the fides. At laſt, one whoſe: © 
beeart moſt failed him, was willing to be ſhat out, and rather 
hazard the uncertain -torments of the land, than certainly be 
E drowned at ſea; then we made a ſecond experiment, but ſtill 
ſhe was ſo deep la len, that we all concluded there was no ven- 
ruring out to ſea : at length, another went aſhore, / and then ſhe 
held up her head very ſtoutly, and ſeemed hearty enongh for 
our voyage. It was time now to commit ourſelves and veſſet: 
to the waves, under the protection of God, and taking a ſo- 
lema farewel of our two companions, whom we left behind,” 
and wiſhing them as much happineſs as could be hoped for in 
flavery, and they to us as long a liſe as could be expected by 
men apparently going to their graves; we launched out upon 
the zoth of June, in the year of our Lord 1782, a night for 


ever to be remembered, with the following bill of lading, John: 


Anthony, William Adams, John Jephs, John Wilſon, William 
 Sakley, and myfelt. © he: ho th, * 
We were now out at ſea, without helm or pilot, without 
anchor, tackle, or compaſs. Our number was but small, our 
work was great, we could not afford one idle hand, nor one 


idle finger. The employment of the fifth man was more eaſy, 
but neceſſary, which was to free the boat of that water, which 
by degrees leaked through our canvaſs, 7 


ainſt the preſſing water: then we made notches upon the 
ends of the ribs, or timbers, wherein the oars might ply, and 
| Having tied down the ſeats, and ſtrengthened our keel with the 


#( 


de out of the ken of our old 
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We laboured the harder that night, becauſe we would gladly 
{ters next day; but when day 

appeared, we were yet within ſight of their ſhips that lay in 


tze haven and road, and off the land: but our boat being ſmall, 


and lying cloſe and inug upon the ſea either was not at all diſ- 


covered, or elſe ſeemed ſomething that was not worth the taking 


up: a little hope in the midſt o great fears, made us double 


#\.- 


r 


means, that would deſtroy the end. 


and redouble our diligence, we tugged at the oars like thoſe 


who are chained to the gallies, becauſe we had no mind to be 
ſlaves to our old patrons in their gallies 
_ But we ſoon found our want of forecaſt, for our bread, which 


was to be the ſtaff of our decayed ſtrength, had lain ſoaking in 5 


the ſalt - water, and was quite ſpoiled; and our freſh water in 


the bottles ſtunk of the tanned ſkins and owze, having lain in 
tte falt-water, which made it nauſeous. - But yet, that hope 
which hovered over us, and flattered us that we ſhould one day 


mend our commons, ſweetened all again, So long as bread 
was bread, we complained not ; three days with good huſbandry 


it laſted, but then pale famine (which is the worſt ſhape deat 
can be painted in] ſtared us in the face; and there was no ſub- 
ſtitute for bread at sea; at land, the roots of grass, the tops of 
trees, and the vileſt excrements, have ſerved to top the clamour 
of a ravenous ſtomach, but that which ſlaves deſpiſed, we 
- ſhould have admired and prized, Water indeed we might 


have, either cold or hot, we had choice but it was a hard choice; 


either the cold ſalt- water out of the ſea, or that warmer, which 
had been ſtrained through our bodies, and that we choſe of the _ 
two, but we muſt not have that, after a while, unleſs we could 
firſt accept the other; and the miſery was, theſe did not aſ- 
ſuage our thirſt, but increaſe it; nor increaſe our ſtrength, 


but diminiſh it; yet thefe, were the means of life. Strange : 


Tbe wind was alſo full againſt us, and we were now ſo dif 


pirited, that we debated, whether we ſhould bear up with the 


wind, or make the belt of our way, and row sgainſt it? That 
is, Whether it were not better ek back to Algiers with caſe, 


than painfully make towards freedom? liberty however prepon · 


derated the scale, and confident that providence would relieve 
us, we reſolved not to return, but whilſt we had life, and 
ſtrength, and breath, we would ſtruggle with it. | 
A ſecond great W was, that our labour was 


* 


* 


* 
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_ without intermiſſion, though we advanced not forwards 
at many $trokes, yet ceſſation had driven us backwards. 
The poor ſe ntinel that ſtands upon the watch, comforts 
himſelf that another will reljeve him, but we had none to take. 
the toil off our hands, and give us reſpite; we might ſhift our 


- 


* 
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places, but not our pains. 


A third great evil that lay ſore upon us, was the extremity 
of the heat by day: the ſeaſon was raging hot, being the be- 
Sinning of July; the climate was hot, we wanted freſh water 

to cool the heat, and all these made it almoſt inſupportable to 
aur bodies, and our little or no 5 (which now like a can- 


dle burnt down to the ſocket,) made it grievous to our ſouls. 
One ſmall help we had, (if it may be ſo called, ) that the fifth 


man, who emptied the boat of ſalt water, threw it upon the 
bodies of the reſt to cool them; but this was a miſerable reme- 
dy, for our bodies were ſo bleached, between the ſcorching ſun 
and cooling water, that they roſe up in blifters all over. 
I any ſhould be ſo inquiſitive as to aſk by what directions 
we ſteered our courſe, that we did not tack about inſenſibiy ian 
he night, or even day; he muſt know, that for the day, one 
= Bf the company had a pocket dial, which ſupplied the place of | 
- the compaſs, even well enough for ſuch a veſſel and ſuch mari- 
ners. By night, when the ſtars appeared, we had our advice 
- From them, and when they diſappeared, we gueſſed our way 


by the motion of the clouds. 


In this fad and woeful. plight we continued four days and 
nights; on the fifth day we were on the brink of despair, and 
All hope that we ſhould. be ſaved, utterly periſhed; and now, 

_ as perſons despairing of the end, we ceaſed to purſue the means, 
luaid by our oars, and left off our labour; either we had no 
- FMKrevgth left, or were loth to throw away that httle we had to 
no purpose, only we kept fill emptying the boat; loth to 


drown, loth to die, yet knew no ways to avoid death: when 


tze end is removed, all means periſh with it. 
-, Bur whilſt we were at this dead ebb of hope, as we lay hul- 
ling up and down, we diſcovered a tortoiſe not far from us 
ga aſleep in the ſea. When the great Drake diſcovered the Spa- 
 miſh plate r fleet, be could not have rejoiced more; once again 
we. bethought ourſelves of our oars, and now our little boat 
mhewed itfelf to be of the right breed of Algiers, made of 
- paratic timber, and to its poor ability would become a corſair; 
we ſilently rowed to our prey, took it into the boat with great 
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triumph, we cut off her head, and let her bleed into à pot, we 
drank the blo d, eat the liver, and ſucked the fleſh; warm 
fleſh and hot liquor (except our own) had been a great rarity 
with us a long time, it was a novelty and wonderfully refreſn- 
ed our ſpirits, and rectuited nature; we left our fears behind 
us, we pickt up ſome ſcaitered crumbs of hope, and about 
noon we diſcovered, or thought we diſcovered, land. It is 
impoſſible to expteſs the joy and triumph of our elavated ſouls. 
at this apprehenſion. It brought freſh blood into our veins, freſh 
Colour inta our pale cheeks, we looked not like men awaked 
from ſleep, not like captives broke from the chains of Algiers, 


Tee ſtill we wrought hard, hope did us that kindneſs, that 
it put us upon an earneſt deſire to ſee whether we were de- 
ceived or not. After ſome further labour, we grew more 
. -confident, and at laſt we were ſatisfied it was land: I hope 
I. ſhall never forget what ſenſe we had of God's goodneſs 


times infatuate the mind. They tell us, that in Greenland, 
- the extremity of cold will make iron ſtick to the fingers, as 
"  - our experience aſſures ns what (extremity of heat will dom 
| for now, like diſtrafted perſons, we all leaped into the ſeay ® 
quitting our boat, and being all good ſwimmers, we there 
— bathed and cooled our parched bodies; an adventure, which 
if well conſidered, had much folly and danger in it, for we + * 
Were now at the mercy of the ſharks, which might have 
amuſed themſelves with ſhearing off a leg or an arm, and as 
our over-heated bodies were open to receive the impreſſions 
of that cold element; but as we never conſidered our dan- 


we preſently returned to our boat, and being both wearied 


down to ſleep with as much unconcern as if we had been 


made our way but very ſlowly, and when we caſt up the ac- 
Count of our progreſs, found that we had gone but a ſnort 
diſtance in a long time; towards evening we diſcovered a- 
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but like perſons. raiſed from the dead. 


* 


upon that aſſurance. Extremes equally annoy, and ſome- 


ger, God delivered us from the ordinary effects of ſuch folly; | 
with labour, and cooled a little by the bathing, we all lay 5 


in our beds on terra finʒanaaa. . 
Being thus refreſhed, we found new ſtrength for our 
work: we tugged the harder at the oar, becauſe we hoped 
before long, to ſleep upon a more ſtaple element. But we 


nother iſland; the firſt we ſaw was Majorca, and the next 
Fromentere: all that night we rowed very hard, and the 
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next, which was the 6th of July, we kept within fight of 


it all day, and about ten o'clock at night, we came under 
the iſland, but the rocks were there fo craggy and ſteep, 
that we could not climb up. | | 


While we were under theſe rocks there came a veſſel very 
near us: let the reader imagine how loth we were to loſe all 
| Gur toil and travail, to forego our deliverance, to have this 
rich mercy, which God had put into our hands, wreſted our of 


them again by ſome Turkiſh pickaroon or corſair, that are al- 
ways ſkimming thoſe ſeas : it concerned us therefore to he cloſe, 
they paſſed by, and we gently crept along the coaſt as near the 


ſhore as we durſt, till we found a convenient place where we 
might thrult in our weather-beaten boat. When we were come 
to land, we were not infenſible of our deliverance, though we 


were as men newly awakened out of a dream. 


We had had no food fince we ent the liver, and drank the 
blood of the tortoiſe, and therefore, leaving three of our 


company with the boat, the other too, viz. John Anthony; 
and myſelf, were ſent out to scout abroad for freſh water; and 


the rather we were sent, becauſe this John Anthony could 
# ou both the Spaniſh and Italian languages very perfectly, and 
I knew as much of the Spaniſh as might ſerve to expreſs out 
Wants and defires, We were not far gone before we came into 
| a wood, and we were ina wilderneſs in our thoughts which 


Way to take: he will needs go one way, and TI another, Good 


God! what a frail impotent thing is man! That they whom 
common dangtrs by ſea had united, ſhould now about our own 
wills, fall out at land. And yet thus we did: he gave me re- 
proachful words, and it is well we came not to blows: but 1 
went my own way, and he ſeeing me reſolute, followed me, 
and the Providence of God, not dealing with ns according to 


_ our frowardneſs, followed us both: this way led to a watch- 


— tower of the Spaniards, many of which they have upon the ſea+ 
_ coaſts, to give the country timely notice of any pickaroons that 


_ _ come aſhore to rob and ſpoil. e 
When we came within call, fearing he might diſcharge at us 
we ſpoke to him upon the watch, told him our condition, what 


% 


wee were, whence we came, and how we eſcaped, and earneſtly 
- begged of him to direct us to ſome freſh water, and in the mean 


time to beſtow upon us alittle bread. He very kindly threw us 


down an old mouldy cake, but ſo long as it was a cake, and 
- not a ſtone, or a bullet, hunger did noi conſider its mouldineſs: 


» I , 


= 
A * 
* 
* a s * — 
— X — — . gt ES | 
« Ne 
- ; E . . 7 's 
- "Hh Ir 


* 


. i 5 * * 1 — . % — 4 
oY —_— — Y — * K : 
? > N "I ; ; 74 a D's . : : 
3 "Be 2 5 LY 


* $56 aw 


| he then diiected us to freſh water, which was hard by: we did 


not ſtand telling ſtories, we remembered ourſelves, we did 


not forget our brethren left in the boat, but obſerving the ſen- 


tinel's directions, haſlened to the well, where there was a pail 
with ſtrings to draw the water with: we drank ſome, and eat 


a bit of our cake, but the paſſage was ſo diſuſed, that we had 
much ado to force our throats to relieve our craving ſtomachs :- 
We returned to our boat, and welcomed by our companions, . 
__ acquainted them with the · good ſucceſs of our embaſſy, and we 
all prepared to make to the wel. Fe | 1 55 
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As we wece going, or rather creeping, or crawling towards 
the well, another quarrel aroſe among us, the recolletion of. 


beſt tomb for controversies. | 


of which is ſo ungrateful, that I ſhall bury it in filence, - the 
When it was clear day, we addreſſed onrſelyes, once more, to 


the man upon the watch tower, intreating him to direct us che 


readieſt way to the next houſe, or town, where we might find 
relief: he civilly pointed us towards a houſe about two miles off, 


Whither with joyful hearts, we began to travel: but our feet: 
were very raw and bliſtered, and long 1t was before we could 
overcome the tediouſneſs of thoſe two miles. When we cane 
to the houſe, the owner eſpying us; concludin $ by our ſhabby, .. 
_, garb, that we were ſome pillaging raſcals, preſe 
piece at us, and charged us to ſtand. The foremoſt -of our. 
company, , whe could ſpeak that language well, meekly told 
bim he might ſpare that language, that we were not able if we: 
had ſo wicked a will, nor inclined if we were able, to offer him - 
the leaſt mjury ; that we were a company of poor creatures, 
whom the wonderful Providence of God had reſcued from the 


nted a fowling-- 


ſlavery of the Algerinzs, and hoped he would ſhew mercy: to 


the afflicted The honeſt farmer, moved with our relation, ſent 
us out bread, water, and olives, with which, when we had re- 
freſhed ours:1lves, we lay down, and reſted three or four hours, 
in the field, and returning thanks for his charity, prepared to. 
c.rawl away at our lamg:rate.. He ſeeing us thankful beggars, 
enlarged his c.vility to us, and called us into his houſe, and, 


gave us good warm bean pottage, which ſeemed to me the moſt 


pleaſant {ood that I ever eat in my life. Our leave once more, 
tiken, we advanced-towards the city of Majorca, which from 


this place is about ten miles ; no water could we meet with 


upon our way, bot towards” evening we discovered a perſon 
_ drawing water at a well, we haſten 


to him and he drew ſome 


* 


: ddr us; chat was dur ſuppet, and there was our lodging for that 


= paſſage to our own country, — © © | rs: D 
la the mean while, the people gathered us money to buy us 


, I had freſh proofs of the merciful Providence of God, not only 


|. flavery, therefore, as all worldly things are ſubject ta em, 


5 


%  _ Tui burner or 


mght. — . „„ 
te next morning we came into the ſuburbs of the city, the 
ſtrangeneſs of our attire, being bare · foot, bare · legged, having 
nothing but looſe coats over our ſhirts, drew a croud of enquir- 
ers about us, to know who we were, whence we came, and 
whither we went. We gave them a particular account of our 
deliverance, with its circumſtances, and they, as willing to pity 
as to know our eſtate, and av ready to relieve as pity, accom- 
modated us for the preſent with food ; they gave us wine, and 
drink, and whatever elſe they thought likely to recover our ex- 
hauſted ſpirits; but told us that we muſt tarry in the ſuburbs, 
till the Governor had notice that ſuch ſtrangers were arrived. 
He had ſoon information of us, and we had ſoon a command 
to appear before him; he examined us about many affairs, 
and aſked what men of war the Algerines had at fea, what 
ſtrength they had at land, and was moſt curious and exact in 
_ fatisfying himſelf about our efeape, our boat, our hazards at 
fea; wherein when we had fully obeyed him, he ordered we 
mould be maintained at his own coft, until we could have a 


Clothes and ſhoes, and we wanted nothing that nature called for a 


bus thankful hearts to God. After thanking in the moſt public 
manner, our generous and humane benefactors, I ſhipped my- 
| _ ſelf on board the Camel for London, whither, when 1 arrived, 


in the preſervation of my own perſon, but alſo in that of my 
poor mother and daughter. WES | „ 

I had now been abfent from Old England almoſt ſe ven years, 

upwards of five of which I had ſpent in a tedious thraldom of 


it is to be expected I found my family affairs much altered; 
but however, through the benevolence of the Almighty, 
not ſo bad, but 1 had infinite reaſon to be thankful for his 
- _ "manifold mercics., SE Re 8 
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The life of Mr. Elwes, we believe, has not its parallel, He 
| Joined in all the folly and dissipation of the great, at night—and 


in the day, might be seen driving his cattle to Smitlifield--At 
| New-Market he would risk y000l. on a horse-race, and would 
travel 60 or 0 miles with no other refreshment than a hard- 
boiled egg and a crust, which he carried in his pocket—He has 
frequently lent large sums of money without even taking a 
memorandum of the person for it. When riding 5 or 6 miles, 
to save a penny at a turnpike was a great luxury to him—He 


denied himself the common comforts of life, when it was noto- 


rious his property amounted to near a million of money; in 


short, such a mixture of good and bad qualities, we believe, 
never were centred in any other human being. & = 
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